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Some account of the Doctrines of 
the Lutheran Church, and of 
the Life of Marvin LuTuHer, 
the Chief of the Reformers 
from Popery. 


HE Lutherans are those 
Christians who follow the 
opinion of Martin Luther, the 
celebrated reformer of the 
church, in the sixteenth centu- 
ry. In order that we may trace 
the rise and progress of Luthe- 
ranism, we roust here refer to 
the life of Luther himself. 
Luther was a native of Eisleben, 
in Saxony, and born in 1483. 
Though his parents were poor, 
he received a learned education, 
during the progress of which he 
gave many indications of un- 
common vigor and acuteness of 
renius. 





where he acquired great repu- 
tation not only for piety. but for 
love of knowledge. and unwea- 
ried application to study. The 
cause of this retirement is said 
to have been, that he was once 
struck by lightning. and his 
companion killed by his side by 
the same flash. He had been 
tauvht the scholastic philosophy 
which was in vogue in those 
days, and made considerable 
progress in it: but happening 
to find a copy of the Bible which 
lay neglected in the library of 
his monastery, he applied hiin- 
self to the study of it with such 
eagerness and assiduity, as quite 
astonished the monks ; and in- 
creased his reputation for sanc- 
tity so much, that he was chosen 





professor first of philosophy, and 


As his mind was natu- | afterwards of theology, in Wit- 


rally susceptible of serious im-|temberg, on the Elbe, where 


pressions, and tinctured with 

somewhat of that religious mel- 

ancholy which delights in the 

solitude and devotion of a mo- 

wastic life, he retired into a con- 

vent of Augustinian friars ; 
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Frederic, elector of Saxony, had 
founded an university. 

While Luther continued to 
enjoy the highest reputation for 
sanctity and learning, Tetzel, a 
Dominican friar, came to Wit- 
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te nberg in order to publish in- 

duleences. Luther beheld his 
success with great concern ; and 

having first inveighed against 

indulgences from the pulpit, he 

afterwards published ninety-five 
theses, conta'ning his senti- 
ments on that subject. These 
he proposed not as peints fully 
established, but as subjects o! 
enquiry and disputation. He 
appointed a day on which the 
learned were invited to impugn 
them cither in person or by wri- 
ting ; and to the whole he sub- 
joined solemn protestations of 
his high respect for the apos- 
tolic see, and of his implicit sub 

mission to its authority. No 
opponent appeared at the time 
prefixed : the theses spread 
over Germany with astonishing 
rapidity, and were read with the 
greatest eagerness. 

Though Luther met with no 
opposition for some little time 
after he began to publish bis 
new doctrines, it was not long 
before many zealous champions 
arose to defend those opinions 
with which the wealth and power 
of the clergy were so strictly 
connected. Their cause. how- 
ever, was by no means promo- 
ted by these endeavors : the peo- 
pie began to call in question 
even the authority of the canon 
law, and of the pope hiniself. 
The court of Rome at first des- 
pised these new doctrines and 
disputes ; but at last the atten- 
tion of the pope being raised by 
the great success of the reform- 
er, and the complaints of his ad- 
versaries, Luther was summon- 
ed, in the month of July, 1518. 
to appear at Rome, within sixty 
days. before the auditor of the 
chamber. One of Luther’s ad- 
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had written against him, was ap. 
pointed to examine his doc- 
trines, and to decide concerning 
them. The pope wrote at the 
same time to the elector of Sax. 
ony, beseeching him not to pro- 
tect a man whose iieretical an 

profane tenets were so sick. 
ing to pious ears ; and enjoined 
the provincial of the Augustin. 
ians to check, by his authority, 
the rashness of an arrogant 
monk, which brought disgrace 
upon their order. and gave of- 
fence and disturbance to the 
whole church. 

From these letters, and the 
appointment of his open enemy 
Prierias to be his judge, Luther 
easily saw what sentence he 
might expect at Rome; and 
therefore discovered the utmost 
solicitude to have his cause tri- 
ed in Germany. and before a 
less suspected tribunal. He 
wrote a submissive letter to the 
pope, in which he promised an 
unreserved obcdience to his will, 
for as yet he entertained no 
doubt of the divine original of 
the pope’s authority ; and by 
the intercession of the other pro- 
fessors, Cajetan, the pope’s le- 
gate in Germany, was appointed 
to hear and determine the cause. 
Luther appeared before him 
without hesitation ; but Cajetan 
thought it below his dignity to 
dispute the point with a person 
so much his inferior in rank}; 
and therefore required him, by 
‘irtue of the apostolic powers 
with which he was clothed, to 
retract the errors which he had 
uttered with regard to indulgen- 
ces and the nature of faith, and 
to abstain for the future from 
the publication of new and dan- 





versaries, named Prierias, who | 





gerous opinions ; and at the last 
forvade him to appear in his 
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presence, unless he proposed to 
comply with what had been re- 
quired of him. 

This haughty and violent man- 
ner of proceedi:.g, together with 
some other circumstances, gave 
Luther’s friends such strong 
reasons to suspect that even the 
imperial safe-conduc! would not 
be able to protect him from the 
legate’s power and resentment, 
thut they prevailed on him se- 
cretly to withdraw from Augs- 
burg, where he had attended the 
legate, and .o re‘urn to his own 
country. But betore his ce- 
parture, according toa form of 
which there had veen some ex- 
amples. he prepared a solemn 
appeal from the ijega‘e, ul-in- 
formed at that ume concerning 
his cause, to the pope, when he 
should receive more full intima- 
tion with respect toit. Cajetan, 
enraged at Lutner’s abrupt re- 
ticat. and at the publication of 
his appeal, wrote to the elector 
of Saxony, complaining of boih; 
and requiring him, as he re- 
garded the peace of the church, 
or the authority of its head, 
either to send that seditious 
monk a prisoner to Rome, or to 
banish hin out of his territories. 
Frederic had hitherto. from po- 
litical wnouves, protected Luther, 
as thinking he might be of use 
in checking the enormous pow- 
er of the sce of Rome 3; and 
though ali Germany resounded 
with bis fame, the elector had 
never yet admitted him into bis 
presence. But upon this de- 
mand made by the cardinal, it 


became necessary to throw off 


somewhat of his former reserve. 
He had been at great expense 
and bestowed much attention 
on founding a new university, 
an object of considerable impor- 
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tance to every German prince ; 
and foreseeing bow fatal a blow 
the removal! of Luther would be 
to its reputation. he not only de- 
clined compiying with either of 
the pope’s requests, but openly 
discovered yreat concern for 
Luther's safety. 

The situaiion of our reform- 
er, in the mean time, became 
daily more and more aiarming. 
He knew very well what were 
the motives which induced the 
elector to afford him protection, 
and that he could by ho weans 
depend on a continuance of his 
friendship. If he shouid be ob- 
liged to quit Saxony, he had 
no other asylum. and must stand 
exposed to whatever punish- 
ment the rage or bigotry of his 
enemies could inflict ; and so 
ready were his adversaries to 
condemn him, that he had been 
declared a heretic at Rome be- 
tore the expiration of the sixty 
days allowed him in the citation 
for making his appearance. 
Notwithstanding all this, how- 
ever, he discovered no symp- 
toms of timidity or remissness ; 
but continued to vindicate his 
own conduct and opinions, and 
to inveigh against those of his 
adversaries with more vehe- 
mence than ever. Being con- 
vinced, theretore. that the pope 
would soon proceed to the most 
violent measures against him, 
he appealed to a genérai coun- 
cil, which he affirmed to be the 
representative of the Catholic 
church, and superior in power 
to the pope, who, being a falli- 
ble man mighterr, as St. Peter, 
the most perfect of his prede- 
cessors, had done. 

The courtof Rome was equal- 
ly assiduous, in the mean time, 
to crush the author of these 
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new doctrines, which gave them 
so much uneasiness A bull 
was issued by the pope of a date 
prior to Luther’s appeal, in 
which he magnified the virtues 
of indulgences, and subjected to 
the heaviest ecclesiastical cen- 
sures all who presumed to 
teach a contrary doctrine. 
Such a clear decision of the 
sovereign pontiff against him 
might have been very fatal to 
Luther’s cause, had not the 
death of the emperor Maximil- 
ian, which happened on January 
17, 1519, contributed to give 
matters a different turn. Both 
the principles and interest of 
Maximilizn had prompted him 
tosupport the authority of thesee 
of Rome ; but, in consequence 
of his death, the vicariate of 
that part of Germany which is 
governed by the Saxon laws de- 
volved to the elector of Saxony ; 
and, under the shelter of his 
friendly administration, Luther 
himself enjoyed tranquillity ; 
and his opinions took such root 
in different places, that they 
could never afterwards be era- 
dicated. At the same time, as 
the election of an emperor was 
a point more interesting to the 
pope (Leo X) than a theological 
controversy which he did not 
understand, and of which he 
could not foresee the consequen- 
ces, he was so extremely soli- 
Citous not to irritate a prince of 
such considerable influence in 
the clectoral college as Freder- 
ic, that he discovered a great un- 
willingness to pronounce the 
sentence of excommunication 
against Luther, which his adver- 
saries continuallydemanded with 
the most clamorous importunity. 

From the reason just now giv- 
gn, and Leo’s natural aversion to 
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severe measures, a suspension 
of proceeding against Luther 
took place for cighteen months, 
though perpetual negotiations 
were carried on during this in- 
terval. in order to bring the mat- 
ter to an amicable issue. The 
manner in which these were 
conducted having given our re. 
former many opportunities of . 
observing the corruption of the 
court of Rome, its obstinacy in 
adhering to established errors, 
and its indifference about truth, 
however clearly proposed or 
strongly proved, he began, in 
1520, to utter some doubts with 
regard to the divine original of 
the papal authority, which he 
publicly disputed with Eccius, 
one of his most learned and 
formidable antagonists. The 
dispute was indecisive, both 
partics claiming the victory ; 
but it inust have been very mor- 
lifying to the partizans of the 
Romish church to hear such an 
essential point of their doctrine 
publicly attacked. 

The papal authority being 
once suspected, Luther procee- 
ded to push on his enquiries 
and attacks from one doctrine 
to another, till at last he began 
to shake the firmest foundations 
on which the wealth and power 
of the church were established. 
Leo then began to perceive that 
there were no hopes of reclaim- 
ing such an incorrigible herctic, 
and therefore prepared to pro- 
nounce the sentence of excom- 
munication against him. The 
college of cardinals was often 
assembled, in order to prepare 
the sentence with due delibera- 
tion; and the ablest canonists 
were consulted how it might 
be expressed with unexception- 
able formality. At last it was 
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issued on the 15th of June, 
1520. Forty-one propositions, 
extracted out of Luther’s works, 
were therein condemned as 
herctical, scandalous. and offen- 
sive to pious ears ; all persons 
were forbidden to read his wri- 
tings, upon pain of excommuni- 
cation : such as had any of them 
in their custody were comman- 
ded to commit them to the 
flames; he himself, if he did 
not within sixty days publicly 
recant his errors, and burn his 
books, was pronounced an ob- 
stinate heretic, excommunica- 
ted, and delivered to Satan for 
the destruction of the flesh ; 
and all secular princes were re- 
quired, under pain of incurring 
the same censure, to seize his 
person, that he might be pun- 
ished as his crimes deserved. 
Luther was not in the least 
disconcerted by this sentence, 
which he had for some time ex- 
pected. He renewed his appeal 
to his general council ; declared 
the pope to be that antichrist 
or man of sin whose appearance 
is foretold in the New Testa- 
ment ; declaimed against his 
tyranny with greater vehe- 
mence than ever; and at last, 
by way of retaliation, having as- 
sembled all the professors and 
students in the university of 
Wittemberg, with great pomp. 
and in the presence of a vast 
multitude of spectators, he cast 
the volumes of the canon law, 
together with the bull of excom- 
munication, into the flames. 
The manner in which this ac- 
on was justified gave still more 
offence than the action it- 
self. Having collected from the 
canon law some of the most ex- 
travagant propositions with re- 
Sard to the plenitude and om- 
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nipotence of the pope’s power, 
as wellas the subordination of 
all secular jurisdiction to his 
authority, be published these 
with acommentary, pointing out 
the impiety of such ténets, and 
their evident tendency to sub- 
vert all civil government. 

On the accession of Charles 
V. to the empire, Luther found 
himscif in a very dangerous sit- 
uation. Charles, in order to se- 
cure the pope’s fricadship, had 
determined to treat bim with 
great severity. Eis eagerness to 
gain this point rendered him 
not averse to gratify the papal 
legates in Germany, who insis- 
ted, that, without any delay, or 
formal deliberation, the diet 
then sitting at Worms ought to 
condemn a man whom the pope 
had already excommunicated as 
an incorrigible heretic. Such 
an abrupt manner of proceeding, 
however, being deemed unpre- 
cedented and unjust by the 
members of the diet, they made 
a point of Luther’s appearing in 
person, and declaring whether 
he adhered or not to those 
opinions which had drawn upoh 
him the censures of the church, 
Not only the emperor, but all 
the princes through whose ter- 
ritories he had to pass, granted 
him a safe-conduct ; and Charles 
wrote to him at the same time, 
requiring his immediate atten- 
dance on the diet, and renewing 
his promises of protection from 
any injury or violence. Luther 
did not hesitate one moment 
about yielding obedience ; and 
set out for Worms, attended by 
the herald who had brought the 
emperor's letter and safe-con- 
duct. While on his journey, 
many of his friends, whom the 
fate of Huss, under similar cir- 
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cumstances, and notwithstand- 
ing the same security of an im- 
perial safe-concduct, filled with 
solicitude, advised and intreated 
him not to rush wantonly in 
the midst of danger. But Lu- 
ther, superior to such tcrrors, 
silenced them with this reply : 
“ | am lawfully called,” said he, 
“to appear in that city; and 








the Lord, though as many cev- 
ils as there are tiles on the hou- 
ses were there combined against 
me.” 

The recention which he met 
with at Worms was such as 
might have been reckc’:ed a full 
reward of all his labors, if vani- 
ty and the love of applause had 
been the principles by which he 
was influenced. Greater crowds 
‘assembled to behold him than 
had appeared at the emperor’s 
public entry ; his apartments 
were daily filled with princes 
and personages of the highest 
rank ; and he was treated with 
Ith an homage more sincere, as 
Hee | well as more flattering, than 
| | any which pre-eminence in 
i birth or condition can command. 
At his appearance before the 
yi | diet he behaved with great de- 
Hy cency and with equal firmness. 
ie readily acknowledged an ex- 
cess of acrimony and vehe- 
mencc in his controversial wri- 
tings ; but refused to retract 
his opinions, unlcss he were 
convinced of their falsehood, or 
to consent to their being tried 














nor intreatics could prevail on 


tion, some of the ecclesiastics 
proposed to imitate the example 
of the council of Constance, 
and, by punishing the author of 
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| of God. When ncither threats 
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by any other rule than the word | 


him to depart from this resolu- | 
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this pestilent heresy, who was 
now in their power, to deliver 
the church at once from such an 
evil But the members of the 
dict refusing to expose the Ger. 
tnan inteprity to fresh reproach 
by asecond violation of public 
faith, and Charles being no less 
unwilling to bring a stain upon 
the beginning of his administra- 
tion by such an ignominious ac- 
tion, Luther was permitted to 
depart in safety. A few days 
after he left the city, a severe 
edict was published in the em- 
peror’s name, and by authority 
of the diet, depriving him, as 
an obstinate and excommunic.- 
ted criminal, of all the prisile- 
ges which he enjoyed as a sub- 
ject of the empire ; forbidding 
any prince to harbor or protect 
him ; and requiring all to seize 
his person as soon as the term 
specified in his protection 
should be expired. 

But this rigorous decree had 
no considerable efiect ; the exe- 
cution of it being prevented 
partly by the mulupiicity of oc- 
cupations which the com moons 
in Spain. together with the wars 
in Italy and the Low Countries, 
created to the emperor; and 
partly by a prudent precaution 
employed by the clector of Sax- 


|ony, Luther’s faithful patron. 


As Luther, on his return from 
Worms, was passing near Al- 
tenstrain, in Thuringia, a pum- 
ber of horsemen, in masks, 
rushed suddenly out of a wood, 
where the elector had appoint- 
ed them to lie in wait for him, 
and, surrounding his compaby, 
carried him, after dismissing all 
his attendants, to Wortburg; 4 
strong castle, not far distant. 
There the elector ordered him 
to be supplied with every thing 
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necessary or acreeable ; but the 
place of his retreat was care- 
fully concealed, until the fury of 
the present storm against him 
began to abate. upon a change in 
the political svstem of Europe. 
In this solitude, where he re- 
mained nine months, and which, 
he frequently called his Patmos. 


after the name of that island to | 


" 
“ Pp 


which the apostle John was ban- 
ished, he exerted his usual vig 
or and industry in cefence of 


his doctrines, or in confutation 
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of his adversaries ; publishing | 


several treatises, which revived | 
the spirit of his followers, aston- 
ished toa great degree, and dis- 
heartened at the sudden disap- | 
pearance of their leader, 
Luther, weary at length of 
his retirement, appeared pub- 
licly again at Wittemberg, upon 
the 6th of March, 1522. He 
appeared, indeed, without the 
elcctor’s leave ; but immediate- 
ly wrote him a letter to prevent 
his taking it ill. The edict of 
Charles V. severe as it was, 





had given little or no check to 
Luther’s doctrine ; for the em- 
peror was no sooner gone into 
Flanders, than his edict was 
neglected and despised, and the 
doctrine seemed to spread even 
fasier than betore. 
dius, in Luther’s absence, had 
pushed things on faster than his 
leader, and had attempted to 
abolish the use of mass, to re- 
Move images out of the church- 
es, to set aside auricular con- 
fession, invocation of saints, the 
abstaining from meats ; had al- 
lowed the monks to leave the 
monasteries, to neglect their 
vows, and to marry ; in short, 
had quite changed the doctrine 
and discipline of the church at 


Carolosta- | 





Wittemberg ; all which, though 
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not against Luther’s sentiments 
was yet blamed by him, as, 
being rashly and unseasonably 
done. Lutheranism was still 
confined to Germany ; it was 
not got to France: and Henry 
VIII of England made the 
most rigorous acts to hinder it 
from invading his realm. Nay, 
he did something more; to 
shew his zeal for religion and 
the holy see, and perhaps his 
skill in theological learning, he 
wrote a treatise Of the Seven 
Sacraments, against Luther’s 
book Of the Cafitivity of Baby- 
lon, which he presented to Leo 
X, in October, 1521. The 
pope received it very favora- 
bly. and was so well pleased 
with the king of England, that 
he complimented him with the 
litle of Defender of the Faith. 
Luther, however, paid no re- 
gard to his kingship. but an- 
swered him with great sharp- 
ness, treating both his person 
and performance in the most 
contemptuous manner. Henry 
complained of Luther’s rude 
usage of him to the princes of 
Saxony : and Fisher. bishop of 
Rochester, replied to his answer, 
in behalf of Henry’s treatise ; 
but neither the king’s complaint, 
nor the bishop’s reply, were at- 
tended with any visible effects. 
Luther, though he had puta 
stop to the violent proceedings 
of Carolostadius, now made 
open war with the pope and 
bishops ; and, that he might 
make the people despise their 
authority as much as possible, 
he wrote one book against the 
pope’s bull, and another against 
the order falscly called the Order 
of Bishops. ‘The same year, 
1522, he wrote a letter, dated 
July the 29th, tothe assembly 
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of the states of Bohemia; in 
which he assured them that he 
was laboring to establish their 
doctrine in Germany, and ex- 
horted them not to return to the 
communion of the church of 
Rome: and he published also 
this year a translation of the 
New Testamert in the German 
tongue, which “as afierwards 
corrected by himself and Me- 
lancthon. ‘This trans!ation hav- 
ing been printed several times, 
and being in every bodv’s hands, 
Ferdinand, archduke of Austria. 
the emperor’s brother, made 
avery severe edict, to hinder 
the farther publication of it. and 
forbad all other subjects of his 
imperial majesty to have any 
copies of it, or of Luther’s 
other books. Some other prin- 
ces followed his example ; and 
Luther was so angry at it, that 
he wrote a treatise Of the Secu- 
lar Powcr, in which he accu- 
sesthem of tyranny and impie- 
ty. The diet of the empire 
was held at Nuremberg, at the 
end of the year, to which Ha- 
drian VI sent his brief, dated 
November the 25th; for Leo 
X died upon the 2d of Decem- 
ber, 1521, and Hadrian had been 
elected pope upon the 9th of 
January following. In his brief, 
among other things, he obser- 
ves to the diet how he had 
heard, with grief, that Martin 
Luther, after the sentence of 
Leo X, which was ordered to 
be executed by the edict of 
Worms, continued to teach the 
same errors, and daily to publish 
books full of heresics ; that it ap- 
peared strange to him that so 
large and so religious a nation 
could be seduced by a wretched 
apostate friar; that nothing, how- 
ever, could be more pernicious 








to Christendom ; and that, there. 
fore. he exhorts them to use 
‘their utmost endeavors to make 
Luther, and the authors of these 
tumults, return to their duty ; 
or. if they refuse, and continue 
obstinate, to proceed against 
them according to the laws of 
the empire. and the severity of 
the last edict. 

The resolution of this diet 
was published in the form of an 
edict, upon the 6th of March, 
1523; but it had no effect in 
checking the Lutherans, who 
still went on in the same tri 
umphant manner. ‘This year 
Luther wrote a great many pie- 
ces; among the rest, one upon 
the dignity and office of the su- 
preme magistrate ; which Fre- 
deric, clector of Saxony, is said 
to have been highly pleased 
with. He sent, about the same 
time, a writing in the German 
language tothe Waldenses, or 
Pickards, in Bohemia and Mo- 
ravia, who had applied to him 
“about worshipping the body of 
Christ in the eucharist.” He 
wrote, also, another book, which 
he dedicated to the senate and 
people of Prague, “ about the 
institution of ministers of the 
church.” He drew up a form 
of saying mass. He wrote a 
piece, entitled, dn example of 
fropish doctrine and divinity; 
which Dupin calls a_ satire 
cgainst nuns, and those who piro- 


fess a monastic life. He wrote 


also against the vows of virgini- 
ty, in his preface to his com- 
mentary on Cor. i. 8, and his 
exhortations here were, it 
seems, followed with effect; 
for, soon after, nine nuns, 4 
mong whom was Catherine de 
Bore, eloped from the nunnery 
at Nimptschen, and were bro’t, 
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by the assistance of Leonard 
Coppen, a burgess of Torgau. 
to Wittemberg. Whatever of- 
fence this proceeding might 
give to the Papists, it was high- 
ly extolled by Luther; who. in 
abook written in the German 
language, compares the deliver- 
ance of these nuns from the slu- 
very of a monastic life to that of 
the souls which Jesus Christ 
has delivered by his Ceath. 
This year Luther had occasion 
to canonize two of his followers, 
who as Melchoir Adam relates, 
were burnt at Brussels, in the 
beginning of Ju-y, and were the 
first who suffered Martyrdom 
for his doctrine. He wrote also 
a consolatory epistle to three 
noble ladies at Misnia, who 
were banished from the duke of 
Saxony’s court at Friburg, for 
reading his books. 

In the beginning of the year 
1524. Clement VII sent a legate 
into Germany to the diet which 
was to be held at Nuremberg. 
Hadrian VI died in October, 
1525, and was succeeded by 
Clement upon the 19th of No- 
vember. A little before his 
death, he canonized Benno, who 
was bishop of Meissen, in the 
time of Gregory VI!, and one 
of the most zealous defenders of 
the holy see. Luther, imagin- 
ing that this was done directly 
to oppose him, drew up a piece 
with this title, Against the new 
idol and old devil set uft at Meis- 
sen, in which he treats the me- 
mory of Gregory with great 
freedom, and does not spare 
even Hadrian. Clement VII’s 
legate represented to the diet of 
Nuremberg the necessity of en- 
fercing the execution of the 
edict of Worms, which had 
been strangely neglected by the 
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princes of the empire ; but, not- 
withstanding the legate’s solici- 
tations, which were very pres- 
sing, the decrees of that diet 
were thought so ineffectual, that 
they were condemned at Rome, 
and rejected by the emperor. 

In October, 1524, Luther 
flung off the monastic habit ; 
which, though not premeditated 
and designed, was yet a very 
proper preparative to a step he 
took the year after: we mean 
his marriage with Catherine de 
Bore. 

His marriage, however, did 
not retard his activity and dili- 
gence in the work of reforma- 
tion. He revised the Augs- 
burg confession of faith, and 
apology for the Protestants, 
when the Protestant religion 
was first established on a firm 
basis. 

After this, Luther had little 
else to do than to sit down and 
contemplate the mighty work 
he had finished ; for that a sin- 
gle monk should be able to give 
the church so rude a shock, that 
there needed but such another 
entirely to overthrow it, may 
very well seem a mighty work. 
He did, indeed, little else ; for 
the remainder of his life was 
spent in exhorting princes, 
states, aid universities, to con- 
firm the reformation which had 
been brought about through 
him ; and publishing from time 
to time such writings as might 
encourage, direct, and aid them 
in doing it. The emperor 
threatened temporal punish- 
ment with armies, and the pope 
eternal with bulls and anathe- 
mas; but Luther cared for 
none of their threats. 


In the year 1533, Luther 


| wrote a consolatory epistle to 
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the citizens of Oschatz, who 
had suffered some hardships 
for adhering to the Augsburg 
confession of faith ; in which, 
among other things, he says, 
“ The devil is the host, and the 
world is his inn; so that where- 
ever you come, you shall be 
sure to find this ugly host.” He 
had also about this time a terri- 
ble controversy with George 
duke of Saxony, who had such 
an aversion to Luther’s doc- 
trine, that he obliged his sub- 
jects to take an oath that they 
would never embrace it. How- 
ever, sixty or seventy citizens 
ef Leipsic were found to have 
deviated a litle from the Catho- 
lic way in some point or other, 
and they were known previous- 
ly to have consulted Luther 
about it; upon which George 
complained to the elector John 
that Luther had not only abused 
his person, but also preached 
up rebellion among his sub- 
jects. The elector ordered 
Luther to be acquainted with 
this; and to be told, at the 
same time, that if he did not 
acquit himself of the charge, he 
could not possibly escape pun- 
ishment. But Luther easily 
refuted the accusation, by prov- 
ing, that he had been so far 
from stirring up his subjects 
against him on the score of 
religion, that,on the contrary, 
he had exhorted them rather 
to undergo the greatest hard- 
ships, and even suffer them- 
selves to be banished. 

In the year 1534, the Bi- 
ble translated by him into 
German was first printed, as 
the old privilege, dated at Bib- 
liopolis, under the elector’s 
hand, shews ; and it was pub- 
lished the year after. He 
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also published this year a book 
against masses, and the conse- 
cration of priests, in which he 
relates a conference he had 
with the devil upon those 
points; for it is remarkable 
in Luther’s whole history that 
he never had any conflicts of 
any kind within, but the devil 
was always his antagonist. In 
February 1557, an assembly 
was held at Smalkald about 
matters of religion, to which 
Luther and Melancthon were 
called. At this meeting Lu- 
ther was seized with so griev- 
ous an illness, that there were 
no hopes of his recovery. He 
was afflicted with the stone, and 
had a stoppage of urine for 
eleven days. In this terrible 
condition he would needs un- 
dertake to travel, notwithstand- 
ing all that his friends could 
say or do to prevent him: his 
resolution, however, was attend- 
ed with a good effect; for the 
night after his departure he be- 
gan tobe better. As he was car- 
ried along he made his will, in 
which he bequeathed his detes- 
tation of popery to his friends 
and brethren ; agreeably to 
what he often used to say ; Pes- 
tig cram vivus, moriens ero mors 
tua, fiafia ; that is, “ I was the 
plague of popery in my life, 
and shall continue to be so in 
my death.” 

This year the pope and the 
court of Rome, finding it impos- 
sible to deal with the Protes- 
tants by force, began to have re- 
course to stratagem. They af- 
fected, therefore, to think, that 
though Luther had, indeed, car- 
ried things on with a high hand 
and to a violent extreme, yet 
what he had pleaded in defence 
of these measures was not en- 
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tirely without foundation. They 


talked with a seeming shew of 


moderation ; and Pius III, who 
succeeded Clement VII, pro- 
posed a reformation first among 
themselves, and even went so 
far as to fix a place for a council 
to meet at for that purpose. 
But Luther treated this farce 
as it deserved to be treated ; 
unmasked and detected it im- 
mediately ; and, to ridicule it 
the more strongly, caused a 
picture to be drawn, in which 
was represented the pope seated 
on high upon a throne, some 
cardinals about him with foxes’ 
tails on, and sceming to evacu- 
ate upwards and downwards 
(sursum deorsum refiurgare, as 
Melchior Adam expresses it.) 
This was fixed over against the 
title-page, tolet the reader see 
at once the scope and design of 
the book ; which was to expose 
that cunning and artifice with 
which those subtle politicians af- 
fected to cleanse and purify 
themselves from their errors 
and superstitions. Luther pub- 
lished, about the same time, a 
confutation of the pretended 
grant of Constantine to Sylves- 
ter bishop of Rome; and also 
some letters of John Huss, writ- 
ten from his prison at Constance 
to the Bohemians. In this 
manner was Luther employed 
till his death, which happened 
inthe year 1546. 

A thousand lies were invent- 
ed by the Puapists about Lu- 
ther’s death. Some said that 
he died suddenly ; others, that 
he killed himself ; others, that 
the devil strangled him ; oth- 
ers, that his corpse stunk so 
abominably, that they were forc- 
ed to leave it in the way, as it 
was carried tobe interred. Nay; 
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lies were invented about his 
death, even while he was yet a- 
live. Luther, however, to give 
the most effectual refutation of 
this account of his death, put forth 
an advertisement of his being 
alive ; and, to be even with the 
Papists for the malice they had 
shewn in this lie, wrote a book 
at the same time to prove, that 
“ papacy was founded by the 
devil.” 

Lutheranism has undergone 
some alterations since the time 
of its founder. Luther reject- 
ed the epistle of St. James as 
inconsistent with the doctrine 
of St. Paul ia relation to justi- 
fication ; he also set aside the 
Apocalypse : both which are 
now received as canonical in the 
Lutheran Church. 

Luther reduced the number 
of sacraments to two, viz. bap- 
tism and the eucharist ; but he 
believed the impanation or con- 
substantiation ; that is, that the 
matter of the bread and wine 
remain with the body and blood 
of Christ; and it is in this ar- 
ticle that the main difference be- 
tween the Lutdcran and Eng- 
lish churches consists. 

Luther muintained the mass 
to be no sacrifice; exploded 
the adoration of the host, auri- 
cular confession, meritorious 
works, indulgences, purgatory, 
the worship of images, &c., 
which had been introduced in 
the corrupt times of the Rom- 
ish church. He also opposed 
the doctrine of free will, main- 
tained predestination, and asser- 
ted our justification to be solely 
by the imputation of the merits 
and satisfaction of Christ. He 
also opposed the fastings in the 
Romish church, monastical vows, 


ithe celibate of the clergy, &c. 
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The Lutherans, however, of 
all Protestants, are said to dif- 
fer least from the Romish 
church ; as they affirm that the 
body and blood of Christ are 
materially present in the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s supper, 
though in an incomprehensi- 
ble manner ; and likewise re- 
present some religious rites and 
institutions, as the use of ima- 
ges in churches, the distinguish- 
ing vestments of the clergy, 
the private confession of sins, 
the use of wafers in the ad- 
ministration of the Lord’s sup- 
per, the form of exorcism in 
the celebration of baptism, and 
other ceremonies of the like 
nature. as tolerable, and some 
of them as useful. The Lu- 
therans maintain, with regard 
to the divine decrees, that they 
resncct the salvation or misery 
of men, in consequence of a 
previous knowledge of their 
sentiments and characters, and 
not as free and unconditional. 
and as founded on the mere 
will of God. Towards the close 
of the seventeecth century, the 
Lutherans began to entertain a 
greater liberality of sentiment 
than they had before adopted ; 
though in many places they 
persevered longer in severe and 
despotic principles than other 
Protestant churches. Their 
public teachers now enjoy an 
unbounded liberty of dissenting 
from the decisions of those 
symbols or creeds which were 
once deemed almost infallible 
rules of faith and practice. and of 
declaring theirdissentin the man- 
ner they judge the most expe- 
dient. Mosheim attributes this 
change in their sentiments to 
the maxim which they general- 
ly adopted, that Christians were 
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accountable to God alone for 
their religious opinions ; and 
that no individual could be jus 
tly punished by the magistrate 
for his erroneous opinions 
while he conduted himself like 
a virtuous and obedient subject, 
and made no attempts to disturb 
the peace .and order of civil so- 
ciety. In Sweden the Luthe- 
ran church is episcopal: in 
Norway the same. In Den- 
mirk, under the name of su- 
frerintendant, all episcopal au- 
thority is retained; whilst 
through Germany the superior 
power is vested in a consistory, 
over which there is a president, 
with a distinction of rank and 
privileges, and a subordination 
of inferior clergy to their supe- 
riors, different from the parity 
of Presbyterianism. 
{ Buck’s Theol. Dict. 
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Al short account of the Life and 
Death of John Huss, one of the 
first Reformers. 


OHN HUSS, a celebrated di- 
vine and martyr, was born 

at a town in Bohemia, called 
Husseni:z, somewhere about 
1376, and liberally educated in 
the university of Prague. Here 
he took the degree of B. A. in 
1393, and a master’s in 1395 ; 
and we find him in 1400, in or- 
ders and minister of a church in 
that city. He began to preach 
and write with great zeal against 
the superstitions and errors of 
the church of Rome. He suc- 
ceeded so far, that the sale of 
indulgences began greatly to de- 
crease and wax cold among the 
Bohemians ; and the pope’s par- 
ty cried aloud, that there would 
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soon be an end of religion, if 
meusures Were not taken to op- 
pose the restless endeavors of 
the Hussites. With a view 
therefore of stopping this evil, 
Subinco, the archbishop of 
Prague. issued forth two man- 
dates in 1408 ; one, addressed 
tothe members of the univer- 
sity, by which they were order- 
edto bring together all Wickliff’s 
writings, with which Huss had 
been greatly taken ; that such, 
as were found to contain any 
thing erroneous or heretical, 
might be burnt; the other to 
ail curates and ministers, com- 
manding them to teach the pco- 
ple, that, after the consecration 
of the elements in the Holy Sa- 
crament, there remained noth- 
ing but the real body and blood 
of Christ, under the appearance 
of bread and wine. Huss, whose 
credit and authority in the uni- 
versity was very great, as well 
for his piety and learning, as on 
account of considerable services 
he had done it, found no difficul- 
ty in persuading miuny of its 
members of the unreasonable- 
ness and absurdity of these man- 
dates. Upon this foundation they 
appealed to Gregory XII. and 
the archbishop Subincowas sum- 
moned to Rome. But on ac- 
quainting the pope that the he- 
retical notions of Wickliff were 
gaining ground apace in Bohe- 
Mia, through the zeal of some 
preachers who had read his 
books, a bull was granted him 
for the suppression of all such 
notions in his province. By vir- 
tue of this bull, Subinco con- 
demned the writingsof Wickliff, 
and proceeded against four doc- 
tors who had not complied with 
his mandate, in bringing in their 
copies. Huss and others, who 
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were invoived in this sentence 
protested against this procedure 
of the archbishop, ind appealed 
from him a second time,in June 
1410. The matter was then 
brought beture John XXII. who 
ordered Huss, accused of many 
errors and heresies, to appeat in 
person at the court of Rome, 
and gave a special commission 
to cardinal Colonna to cile him. 
Huss, however, under the pro- 
tection and countenance of 
Wenceslaus king of Bohemia, 
did not appear. but sent three 
deputies to excuse his absence, 
and to answer all which should 
be alleged against him. Colonna 
paid no reg:rd to the deputies, 
nor to any defence they could 
make ; but declared Huss guilty 
of contumacy to the court of 
Rome, and excommunicated 
him for it. Upon this the depu- 
tics appealed from the Cardinal 
to the pope, who commissioned 
four other cardinals to examine 
into the affair. These commis- 
saries confirmed all which Co- 
lonna had done. Nay, they did 
more ; the excommunication, 
which was limited to Huss, they 
extended to his friends and fol- 
lowers: they declared him an 
Heresiarch, and pronounced an 
interdict against him. 

All this while, utterly regard- 
less of what was doing at Rome, 
Huss continued to preach and 
write with great zeal against the 
errors and superstitions of that 
church, and in defence of Wick- 
liff and his doctrines. He preach- 
ed directly against the pope, the 
cardinals, and the clergy of that 
party ; and at the same time 
published writings, to shew the 
lawfulness of exposing the vices 
of ecclesiastics. In 1413, the 
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were become so violent, that Su- 
binco applied to Wenceslaus to 
appease them. Wenceslaus ban- 
ished Huss from Prague ; but 
still the disorders continued.— 
Then the archbishop had re- 
conrse to Sigismond the empe- 
ror, who promised him to come 
into Bohemia, and assist in set- 
tling the affairs of the church : 
but before Sigisniond could be 
prepared for the journey, Subin- 
co died in Hungary. About this 
time bulls were published by John 
XXIII. at Prague, against La- 
dislaus king of Naples ; in which 
a crusade was proclaimed against 
that prince, and indulgences pro- 
mised to all who would go to 
the war. This furnished Huss, 
who had returned to Prague up- 
on the death of Subinco, with a 
fine occasion of preaching 2- 
gainst indulgences and crusadcs, 
and of refuting these bulls : and 
the people were so affected and 
inflamed with his preaching. that 
they declared pope John to be 
the Antichrist. Upon this, some 
of the ringleaders among the 
Hussites were seized and im- 
piisoned ; which, however, was 
not consented to by the people, 
| who were prepared to resist, till 
the magistrate had promised that 
iy | no harm should happen to the 
prisoners. But he did not keep 
his word : they were executed in 
prison ; which the Hussites dis- 
‘ covering, took up arms, rescu- 
ed their corpses, and interred 
them honorably, and as martyrs, 
in the church of Bethlehem, 
which was Huss’s church. 
Thus things went on at Prague 
and in Bohemia, till the council 
of Constance was called : where 
it was agreed between the pope 
and the emperor, that Huss 
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count of himself and his doc. 
trine. The emperor promised 
for his security against any dan- 
ger, and that nothing should be 
attempted against his person: 
upon which he set out, after de- 
claring publicly, that he was 
going to the council at Cons- 
tance, to answer the accusations 
which were formed against him; 
and challenging ail people who 
had any thing to except to his 
life and conversation, to do it 
without delay. He made the 
same declarations 1n all the towns 
through which he passed, and 
arrived at Constance, November 
5,1414. Here he was accused 
in form, and a list of his heretic- 
al tenets laid before the popc 
and the prelates of the council. 
He was summoned to appear the 
26th day after his arrival ; and 
declared himself ready to be ex- 
amined, and to be corrected by 
them, if he should be found to 
have taught any doctrine worthy 
ofcensure. ‘The cardinals soon 
after withdrew, to deliberate up- 
on the most proper method of 
proceeding against Huss ; and 
the result of their deliberations 
was, that he should be imprison- 
ed. This accordingly was done, 
notwithstanding the emperor's 
parole for his security ; nor 
were all this prince’s endeavors 
afterwards sufficient to release 
him, though he exerted himsel! 
tothe utmost. Huss was tossed 
about from prison to prison for 
six whole months, suffering 
great hardships and pains from 
those who had the care of him; 
and at last was condemned of 
heresy by the council, in his ab- 
sence and without a hearing, foi 
maintaining, that the Eucharist 
ought to be administered to the 
people in both kinds, The empe 
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ror,inthe mean time,complained 
heavily of the contempt that was 
shewn to himself, and of the 
usage that was shewn to Huss; 
insisting, that Huss ought to be 
allowed a fair and public hearing. 
Therefore, on the 5th and 7th of 
June, 1415, he was brought be- 
fore the council, and permitted 
to say what he could in behalf 
of himself and his doctrines ; 
but every thing was carried on 
with noise and tumult, and Huss 
soon given to understand, that 
they were not disposed to hear 
any thing from him, but a re- 
cantation of his errors: which 
however he absolutely refused, 
and was ordered back to prison. 
July 6th, he was broughi again 
before the council ; where he 
was condemned of heresy, and 
ordered to be burnt. ‘The cere- 
mony of nis execution was this: 
he was first stripped of his sacer- 
dotal vestments by bishops nom- 
inated for that purpose ; next 
he was formally deprived of his 
university-degrees ; then he had 
a paper-crown put upon his head, 
painted round with devils, and 
the word Heresiarch inscribed 
in great letters ; then he was de- 
livered over to the magistrate, 
who burnt him alive, after hav- 
ing first burnt his books at the 
door of the church. He died 
with great firmness and resolu- 
tion ; and his ashes were after- 
wards gathered up and thrown 
into the Rhine. His writings. 
very numerous and very learned, 
were collected into a body, when 
printing began. 
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The pfirefiaration God hath made 


for the happiness of his holy 
and obedient kingdom. 


APPINESS is desired by 

all. For this the philos- 
opher explores the heavens, 
and the husbandman toils. Al- 
though many are wretched, it 
is not through want of ample 
provision, in the structure of 
nature for their felicity. The 
Father of all things is good 
and hath provided enough in 
his house for all his creatures. 
If they are virtuous, they may 
enjoy his glory and fulness. 
lhe same benevolence, which 
created and made the creatures 
with capacities for happiness, 
denied them no good wich is 
adapted to their natures. The 
forbidden delights of sin are not 
denied through any want of 
goodness in God, or because 
they are a richer happiness than 
he is willing his creatures 
should enjoy, but because in 
their consequences, they are a 
natural evil. Wohatis mistaken 
for happiness is not real ; if it 
produce atemporary gratifica- 
tion, it will injure the mind, 
or in some way be productive, 
in the end, of more evil than 
good. There is no limitation 
fixed by the Creator upon the 
happiness of his creatures, but 
that which arises from their ca- 
pacity of receiving. By the 
practice of godliness, and observ- 
ing the laws of religion, cvery 
one may be perfectly blessed, 
and happy as his nature admits. 
All the powers of enjoyment 
shall be filled with such a good 
as is adapted to their natural 
and intellectual natures. Even 
in this life, the evil and sorrows 
that attend us, are all the nat- 
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ural fruits of sin ; or such cor- 
rective evils as are proper ina 
state of trial, to prepare us for 
amore perfect life. If we are 
unbappy, or have little felicity. 
the fault must be sought in our- 
selves, and neither in a want of 
divine benevolence, nor of 
means und objects for our fall 
conentmeni. Though our ex- 
istence is derived and the effict 
of sovereign wisdom, though we 
cannot be profitable unto God. 
though we cannot merit any 
thing a! his hand, though we 
are unable to provide for ou 

selves; there is a boundless 
prospect of blessedness opened 
by divine revewtion in the gos- 
pel. for the enjoyment of every 
good and pure mind: and 
while we depend on a divine 


premise for the completion of 


his benevolence. we may see in 
this tite a foundation laid. and 
the means prepared by which 
every holy creature may be- 
come supremely blessed. 

As we are made by the Crea- 
tor, our natures are adapted to 
a perfect happiness; we have 
every power, faculty and pas- 
sion necessary for apprehending 
and receiving a rational felici 
ty. The same kind of happi- 
ness, ina low deyree, as con- 
stituies the infinite blessedness 
of the Father himself. As he 
was pleased to make man in bis 
ewn image, with understand- 
ing, reason and affections finite- 
ly resembling his own glorious 
Nature, it is not arrogance in us 
to determine that the happiness 
he designed for us is of the 
same kind, and generally of the 
same nature, as that by which 
he is rendered infinitely blessed. 
When immoral persons are 
seeking any kind of pleasure 
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different from what religion 
permits, they ate rejecting that 
which is the blessedness of the 
\imighty himself. 

By the powers of understand- 
ing we are able to see and know 
that which is the portion of the 
mind ; by reason, we perceive 
the fitness of things and of the 
truth; by the power of willing, 
we approve or disapprove ; by 
the pure affections, we love 
and enjoy ; and by these bring 
home the good prepared for us, 
and make it our own. 

As the mind is constituted 
we are made happy by self-ap- 
probation and approving that 
which is richt. We feel our 
whole rational nature  sutisfied 
ind made blessed by justice, 
‘ruth and benevolence. 

The mind is furnished with 

social inclinations and affections, 
so that we can shure in a com- 
mon good. and make the felici- 
y of others contribute to our 
own happiness. By these nat- 
ural capacities, we resemble the 
infinite Being himself. and our 
happiness may approach as 
near to his, as the degree of our 
intelligence doth to his infinite 
nature. 

It is worthy of our grteful 
notice, that in the nature of 
things, there is a preparation 
made for the increasing felicity 
of virtuous creatures. It hath 
been said. that there is no limi- 
tation fixed by the Creator upon 
the happiness of his creatures, 
but which arises from their ca- 
pacity of receiving. There is 
provision for the increase of 
happiness, by the growth of 
this capacity. We find by ex- 
perience the actual powers of 
knowing, receiving, and en- 
joying constantly increase by 
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exercise. Through life they 
are ina state of progressive im- 
provement, and we cannot con- 
ceive of any limits, at which 
even a finite understanding is 
fixed. so that it can receive and 
know no more. 

The same power, of under 
standing which enlarges in this 
world. will probably enlarge 
through eternity. and the whole 
increase of knowledge will be 
received as matter of happi- 
ness by a pure heart. As 
knowledge enlarges, as reason 
acquires a maturity of exercise, 
the virtuous passions of the soul 
will experience a higher enjoy- 
ment, and thus the blessedness 
of the creature be perpetually 
growing, and no one can as- 
sign limits where this progress 
shall end. 

We may also consider the 
objects offered for enjoyment : 
the objects which our under- 
standing, reason and affections 
receive, and make their own for 
all the purposes of a rational 
blesseduess. The glorious De- 
ity himself, and all his works 
are the portion of the mind. 
The creature is not placed at 
a distance from his Maker, his 
God, friend and portion. He 
is surrounded with his being, 
his perfections, his presence. 
He is in his hand. guided by 
his providence, and supported 
by his bounty. Divine glory as 
it shines forth immediately 
from the supreme essence, his 
glory and wisdom in the works 
of nature, his wisdom and rec- 
titude in the moral system, are 
all offered to his enjoyment. 
These great and incomprehen- 
sible objects are the portion of 
every holy and gracious mind. 
If our affections were well 
Voi. ILI. No. 9, 


regulated, with this provision 
for our good we could not fail 
to be happy beings If we be- 
gin with the objects nearest to 
us, and which come most easi- 
ly under the examination of 
our senses; the wisdom. the 
order, the connection, the uses, 
and the beauty of all things ; 
every thing adapted to the use 
and benefit of man, every thing 
fitin its place and in its time, 
very wonderful are these things; 
while they praise their Au- 
thor, they open a prospect by 
which the understanding may be 
enriched,and the heart delighted. 

If we pass from these to con- 
sider the natural offspring of 
God, our brethren and fellow 
creatures, their numbers, their 
powers, their social capacities, 
the laws of society ; the scheme 
of moral virtue with its various 
duties and affections 4 the uni- 
verse of reasonable beings ad- 
ministering toa common hap- 
piness ; when we feel our- 
selves one of the brotherhood, it 
must fill us with felicity. 
There is room for the under- 
standing, reason and all the af- 
fections of the heart to be de- 
lighted. Viewing all these 
things, their greatness and 
glory must lead up the mind to 
the infinite Creator; the un- 
changeable Jehovah, whose 
counsel planned, and whose 
power produced their being. 
Here wonder is changed into 
adoration, and solemnity into 
reverence A pure enjoyment 
of the creatures, always leads 
up the chief affections of the 
heart to the great Supreme 
himself; here every desire 
may be satisfied, and the crea- 
ture filled with good ; this is 





the portion of those who feat 
Tt 










































ee eee 
= te cage oe a 











538 Difference between Security anda good Conscience. [Szpr, 


the Lord and walk in his sta- 
tutes, they are filled with his 
fulness, and he is himself their 
chief good. 

Our ideas of the preparation 
there is for the blessedness of 
godly creatures, may be stil 
infinitely elevated, by consider- 
ing the mode of redemption 
through the blood of the Son of 
God. The Father giving the 
Son; the Son accepting and 
executing his appointment to 
mediate, and the Spirit sealing 
the benefits of purchase ; with 
all the instituted means, to call, 
to sanctify, to preserve and glo- 
rily his people. 

Thus, as the household of 
God and its laws are constitu- 
ted, all may be biessed if they 
are obedient, the happiness and 
the enjoyments of one do not 
interfere with the blessedness of 
others. As the object of enjoy- 
ment is infinite, the time will 
never come in which the grow- 
ing capacity of creatures can 
have measured the whole. The 
blessedness of heaven will be 
increasing, God will be unfold- 
ing his glory to the understand- 
ing and the reason of creatures, 
and enough shall still remain to 
satisfy the enquiries of eternity. 


Mr Eniror, 

JF you think the following will 
not exclude what is more profitable 
from your useful Magazine, you are 
at liberty to insert it, 


Y conscience is meant the 
power of comparing and 
judging our own temper and ac- 
tions according toa moral rule, 
and cither approving or disap- 
zzevlng them. Those who use 









this power, and are approved by 
it, are in the exercise of a good 
conscience ; those who neglect 
its us€, act without conscience, 
which takes place inagreat mea. 
sure with some, and perhaps at 
some times with almost every 
person. It is very unfortunate 
that men do not more faithfully 
use the power of conscience, orof 
judging themselves as they pass 
along in the scenes, business and 
events of life. Those, who faith- 
fully jucige themselves,are rare: 
ly condemned by others; and 
if we all did it, it would save us 
from very many sins against 
God, and against our brethren, 
which we now commit in a 
thoughtless manner, and which 
in future time, when we cannot 
help reviewing, will cause us 
sorrow. 

It is a serious thought that 
there is a time of review. We 
may proceed incautiously in 
the most weighty concerns, and 
without judging ourselves as 
we goon, but all these things 
must be reviewed ; they will be 
reviewed by the Judge, and by 
the laws of reason and equity ; 
they will be reviewed by our 
own. consciences, and happy is 
that person who so lives that 
his conscience will approve and 
give him inward peace. 

The security of sin is very 
different from having a gocd 
conscience. 

A person in a state of great 
security, and. without a sense of 
religious obligation to his Ma- 
ker and to mankind, is not 
troubled with an accusing con- 
science ; but there is no pro- 
priety in saying such an one 
in the exercise of a good con- 
science. He has no exercise 
of conscience. He doth not 
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make use of the power of judg- 
ing his temper and actions by a 
rule of moral right ; but. under 
the influence of appetite and pas- 
sion, does such things as are 
at present agreeable, without 
considering any obligation to 
God and men. It is probable 
that many are deceived in their 
own character, by mistaking 
security for the exercise of a 
good conscience. They do not 
feel any self-accusation, and 
suddenly determine they have 
no sin; that their affections and 
practice are nearly such as they 
ought to be ; at Icast so near 
right, that they may feel secure 
of a safe state. It is difficult 
to know in what other way, 
many, who in the opinion of all 
others besides themselves are 
vicious, appear to think they 
have a good conscience, that 
they cannot be accused, and 
may safely risk the consequen- 
ces of their present lives. In 
such cases, their vice and daily 
imperfections are hid from 
themselves, by not calling their 
own character into review, and 
comparing its several parts with 
such rules of duty, as reason 
and God’s word have given. 
As this is probably a common 
error of mankind. and one into 
which we have reason to sup- 
pose great numbers fall, every 
reader ought very seriously to 
inquire whether it is not the 
source Of his own security or 
good opinion of himself. 

Peace of mind is the fruit of 
a good conscience. Security, 
which many do not distinguish 
from peace, is the fruit of hav- 
ing no exercise of conscience, 
or of not judging themselves. 
Have we a good conscience, or 
have we no exercise of con- 





science? are questions which 
many cannot answer so readily 
as they suppose. The difficul- 
ty doth not arise from the na- 
ture of the subject, but from 
the unfaithfulnmess of men to 
themselves. They have not 
done this duty to themselves in 
time past, and there must be a 
course of future observation to 
determine the point. These 
remarks may appear strange to 
some who read, but let them 
look on the work, and it is easy 
to find evidence they are facts. 
Some persons we see who are 
solicitous to have all their 
thoughts and actions agreeable 
to the divine law; and others 
who have no concern, and take 
no pains in the matter, while 
each of them suppose they 
have a good conscience, and 
those who have been most in- ~ 
attentive, are most ready to de- 
termine in favor of themselves. 
To determine that we have 
a good conscience, the follow- 
ing questions ought to be seri- 
ously considered :—Have we 
had an habitual sense of great 
religious obligations to God Al- 
mighty and to mankind? Has 
our sense of these obligations 
lain with weight on our minds ? 
Have we accustomed ourselves, 
in all our transactions, to feel 
that we are accougtable crea- 
tures? Have we fréquently ex- 
amined and compared our tho’ts 
and actions with the divine law, 
with reason, and with our rea- 
sonable expectation from oth- 
ers? Have wea habit of fre- 
quently enquiring with our- 
selves, is my disposition and 
practice right ? Have we by ex- 
perience and _ self-attention, 
learned that there is a difference 
between the dictates of reason, 
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and those of appetite and pas- 
sion ? Have we inured our- 
selves to much seif-restraint ? 
Do we often endeavor to real- 
ize the time when God will 
judge us, and we must judge 
ourselves in truth ? If we can- 
not answer these questions in 
the affirmative, there is little 
reason to suppose we have a 
good conscience ; and our self- 
approbation is not the result of 
having jived a good life, but o: 
having taken no care of our- 
selves, and great ignorance of 
our own real character, 

To be assured we have a 
good conscience, there is need 
of much enquiry, and those 
who determine the point su<- 
denly are in very great anger 
of mistake. If these reflections 
be true, it appears probable 


- that many who think they have 


a good conscience ure the per- 
sons who are not at all conscien- 
tious. In determining this 
point concerning ourselves, too 
much care cannot be used. The 
difference between a conscience 
approving on just principles, 
and a neglectful one, is very 
great, and will yive a determin- 
ation to our hopes totally dil- 
ferent. 

To preserve a good con- 
Science, it is necessary that we 
give strict attention to some 
known rule of duty, and tho- 
roughly understand its require- 
ments. To live by chance, as 
accidental events lead us, or as 
our passions and appetites occa- 
sionally suggest, cannot be a con- 
scientious life. To judge faith- 
fully, there must be a rule with 
which we compare our thougiits 
and actions, and a thorough ac- 
quaintance with the duties re- 
quired, One of the first cares 





of a person who wishes to liye 
conscientiously, should be to in. 
form himself in the divine law, 
and the spirit and practice of 
the gospel ; what those duties 
are which God expects from 
his creatures, and with what 
temper they are to be perform. 
ed. A disregard of the sacred 
oracles which are the most sure 
directory of men, generilly 
leads to a great corruption of the 
conscience. and many times toa 
total carelessness. Though our 
own reason is not by :ny means 
to be rejected. if we rely solely 
on this, there is great danger of 
some delusion, for it is princi- 
pally by the word of God tat 
the corruptions of reason. and 
the undue influence of our pas- 
sions over it are distinguished. 
It is not possible for any one to 
keep a good conscience, unless 
his mind is impressed with such 
a sense of the importance of do- 
ing it, as will make him careful 
to use every source of inform- 
ation, to study the word of God, 
and regard the dispensations of 
his providence, by which much 
light is reflected on the path of 
human duty. When a person 
is careless in knowing what bis 
duty is, there is all probability 
that he will be equally careless 
in self-application, or in mak- 
ing use of such knowledge as he 
possesses. ‘Those who are con- 
scious of neglecting the means 
of information which a gracious 
God hath furnished them, have 
no right to think themselves 
conscicntious. 

To preserve a good con- 
science, it is necessary that we 
should have a lively sense of 
the divine presence. Our rell- 
gious character is intimately 
connected with our opinions ef 





1810.) 


the Deity, and the sense we 
have of his perfections. False 
opinions of God always have a 
tendency to corrupt the heart, 
and produce unjustifiable man- 
ners ; while true conceptions o! 
his being, attributes and will 
are powerful motives to duty. 
It is necessary that we think 
both right. and with deep feei- 
ing. Those who do not realize 
the supreme perfections never 
will serve God with fidelity. A 
sense of his omnipresent holi- 
ness is the greatest restraint on 
our minds, and our best assis- 
tance in conscientiously doing 
ourduty. Ifwecouldrealize that 
Jehovah is omnipresent, filling 
all places. that we live, move, 
and have our being in him, 
that he knows all our thoughts 
and sees all our actions ; that 
he keeps a book of remem- 
bravce and will judge and re- 
wurd us according to the deeds 
here done in the body: If we 
could icel these tru’ hs, conceru- 
ing God. it would afford a pres- 
ent assistance in du'y, and make 
us careful in all our thoughts, 
words and actions. 

It should be also noticed, 
that the duties of religion due 
to God and to our fellow men 
cannot be separated, and if this 
be attempted, we can be con- 
scientious and honest in neither 
of them. These two great 
branches of religion grow from 
the same root, and flourish or 
decay together; and a punctu- 
a! observation of both is a ne- 
cessary evidence of sincerity. 
lt is a very badly informed con- 
science, which dictates devo- 
tion to God, and can dispense 
with justice and benevolence to 
men: Or which, on the other 
hand, regards the common du- 
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tics of society, but neglects the 
reverence und worship of the 
Almighty. It is notuncommon 
to see an attempt to separate 
ihese branches of reliyion : 
persons zealous in one of them, 
and wholly destitute of the oth- 
er. In such cases, we must 
judge that those visible duties 
which are performed, do not 
originate from the most pure 
motives. There is a corrup- 
tion at bottom, which by some 
selfish considerations is restrain- 
ed in part, but were these to be 
removed, the partial Christian 
would openly show his corrup- 
tion by a more general depravi- 
ty of manners. If we wish for 
a good conscience, let us en 
deavor for a compliance with 
our whole duty ; love and adore 
God, and be just and benevo- 
lentto men. If it were possi- 
ble to be conscientious in some 
things. and in others the con- 
trary. it would not give ease of 
mind. The guiit of our de- 
iiciency would continually haunt 
us; would make lile wretched, 
the hour of death dreary and 
awful, and cut off our good 
hopes for futurity. 


— 1S 


Anecdote : Recommending 
Submission to the Provi- 


dence of God. 


The sinful wish of a Parent; a fact, 
the truth of, which is authentica- 
ted by the Rev. William May. 


FOND father was in great 
distress for a favorite child, 
whom he apprehended to be dy- 
ing in its infancy. Several of 
his friends endeavored to assuage 
his grief ; but he refused to be 
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comforted. At length the min- 
ister on whom he attended, of- 
fered to pray with him ; and de- 
sired him to compose his mind, 
and give up his favorite son to 
the Divine disposal, since there 
was no probable hope of his re- 
covery. He replied, “ I cannot 
give him up; and it Is my im- 
portunate request that God would 
spare this child to me, whatever 
may be the consequence.” He 
had his desire, the child recov- 
ered, and grew up if possible, 
more and more his darling : but 
he lived to be a thorn in his side, 
and to pierce his heart with ma- 
ny sorrows; and, just as he 
came to maturity, he robbed his 
excellent master, whom before 
he had often injured. He was 
seized by the hand of justice, 
tried, condemned, and died one 
of the most hardened wretches 
that ever went out of life in that 
ignominious manner. Upon the 
fatal. day of execution, the 
mournful father was made to re- 
member his former rash petition 
with grief and tears ; and hum- 
bied in the dust, confessed his 
folly and his sin. JMay’s Ser- 
mons, p. 124. Note. 

This interesting fact affords a 
striking illustration of the truth 
of the sentiment expressed by 
Solomon, Eccl. vi. 12. * Forwho 
knoweth what is good for man 
in this life, all the days of his 
vain life, which he spendeth as 
a shadow!” We are but ill 
judges of our own happiness. 


“We often desire, vith great ear- 


nestness, objects, which, if ob- 
tained, would prove highly per- 
nicious ; and we no less ear- 
nestly deprecate as evils, things 
that are not only salutary, but 
absolutely necessary to our real 
welfare. It is the happiness of 








the Christian to know, that the 
Lord chooseth his inheritance, 
and ordereth all the circum. 
stances of his lot, from the most 
important to the most minute. 
If we were acquainted with the 
reasons of his providential ar- 
rangements, we would not mere- 
ly submit to them, but approve 
of them with the most perfect 
cordiality. Shall not the Judge 
of all the earth do right? His 
wisdom cannoterr. His love ev- 
er leads himto promote the hap- 
pinessof his people. ‘These con- 
siderations should add a double 
relish to all the comforts of life 
which an indulgent Providence 
vouchsafes to the Christian. 
They come from the hand of 
your heavenly Father. and are 
accompanied with his blessing, 
which addeth no sorrow. Re- 
ceive them with gratitude; en- 
joy them with moderation ; and 
he who bestowed them, will pre- 
vent them from proving hurt- 
ful. The same consideration 
should also serve to promote 
contentment with our lot what- 
ever it is, and an unreserved, 
cordial submission to the afflic- 
ting dispensationsof Providence. 
Does God judge it proper to 
withhold the object of your ear- 
nest wishes, and to disappoint 
your best concerted schemes ! 
Be assured, that you know not 
the nature of the thing's you wish 
for, and foresee not the conse- 
quences to which the possession 
of them would lead. The fact 
which has suggested these re- 
flections undoubtedly presents 4 
strong case ; but similar in- 
stances of the vanity of human 
wishes, and of the evil conse- 
quences of their gratification, 
though in an inferior degree, 
occur from day to day. The 








1810. | 


instruction which the example 
before us holds out to Christian 
parents, when their children 
are taken away in carly life, is 
obvious and important. But it 
may with propriety be extended 
‘to many other cases. Does it 
please God to remove by death 
a dear partner or parent, rela- 
tive or child? to visit you with 
severe and long continued sick- 
ness, with the loss of worldly 
substance, or any other afftic- 
tion, such as is common to 
man? No chastening for the 
present seemeth joyous but 
grievous. But remember, 
Christian, that these are the 
appointments of your heavenly 
Father. They are the result of 
his wisdom and love. They 
are intended for your good: 
and if you improve them as 
you ought, they shall work to- 
gether for your good. It is 
true, you see not at present the 
fiiness of these dispensations, 
nor are permitted, in many in- 
stances, to trace their connec- 
tion with your happiness. But 
it is the office of faith to be- 
lieve the gracious assurances of 
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this comfortable truth whick 
your heavenly Father has giv- 
en. It is your duty torest with 
unsuspecting confidence in his 
wisdom, faith, and fulness of 
love. If the reasons of the di- 
vine procedure in particular ca- 
ses were made knewn, you 
would, even under the severest 
trials, not merely subiit, but 
rejoice. You would not merely 
hoid your peace and refrain 
from murmuring, but you 
would open your lips, and, like 
Job, bless the name of the 
Lord, not only when he gives, 
but when he takes away. But 
clouds and darkness shail not 
always cover the throne of God. 
The time is at hand when he 
will explain the reasons of his 
procedure to his people. They 
shall see the end of the Lord, 
and understand his loving kind- 
ness manifested in all his ways. 
These discoveries will fill them 
with inexpressible admiration 
and joy. And the whole re- 
deemed cortnpany shall with 
rapturous exultation say, “* He 
hath done all things well.” 


Religious Intelligence. 


DOMESTIC. 
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AGREEABLY to appointment the General Association of 
Massachusetts Proper met at Bradford, Wednesday, June 27, 


1310, 9 o’clock, A. M. 


Rev. Messrs. 


Levi White and 
Nathaniel Turner, 


Present the following Delegates : 


From 


: Berkshire Association. 


Benjamin R. Woodbridge, Mountain. 
John Emerson, Northern Hampshire. 
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Rufus Wells and? ,, : 
Vinson Gould, Central Hampshire. 
Thomas Snell, Brookfield. 

Titus T. Barton and P 

Joseph Goffe, : Worcester South. 
Humphrey C. Perley and 
Samuel Mead, 
Ebenezer Dutch and) ,, . 
Thomas Hol; Essex Middle. 


Manasseh Cutler, | D. and ‘ Salem and Vicinity. 


Haverhill. 


Samuel Worcester, 
Salmon Cone and 
Evan Johns, 

Samuel Wood, New Hampshire General. 


2 Connecticut General. 


Also Rev. Enoch Hale, Secretary of the Association, and Rev. 
Jonathan Allen, Minister of the Parish in which the meeting 
was convened. 


The meeting was opened in, Voted that, after adjourn- 
the academy. | Ment, the session of the Asso- 
Tie Rev. Dr. Cutler was| ciation should be public in the 
chosen Maderator; the Rev.| meeting house. 
Samuel Worcester, Scribe ; and, 11 o’clock, A. M. Adjourned 
the Rev. Thomas Snell, Assis-| for public worship, to meet for 
tant Scribe. business at the meeting house, 
The Throne of Grace was| at 2, P M. 
addressed in prayer by the| Attended public worship, the 
Moderator. exercises of which were con- 
The Rev. Samuel Spring. | ducted by the Rev. Mr. Johns. 
D. D. Delegate from the Gen-} Text, Heb. iii. 8. 





eral Association of Massachu- 2 o’clock, P.M. Metagree- 
: | setts Proper to the General-As- | ably to adjournment. 
sociation of Connecticut, the The Committee of arrange- 


Rev. Professors of the Divinity | ments made their report, which 
College. the Rev. Dr. Pearson, | was accepted. 

Jate Professor, and the Rev The report of the Rev. Dr. 
Messrs. Morrison and Dana of | Spring, delegate to the General 
the Presbyterian Communion, | Association of Connecticut. was 
i were admitted to an honorary | icard also the report of the Rev. 
sitting. Mr. Allen. delegate to the Gen- 
The Rev. Messrs. Holt. Gof | eral Association of New Hamp- 

fee, and Cone, were appointed « | shire. 
Committee of arrangements. From the Berkshire, the 
Voted that the Rev. Mr.| Mountain. the Central Hamp- 
: Johns of Berlin, Connecticut, | shire the Southern Hampshire, 
: be requested to preach before} the Brookfield, the Worcester 
the Association. provided the | South, the Haverhill, and the 
preacher previously appointed, | Essex Middle, Associations: at- 
be not seasonably present. testations were given that thos¢ 
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several associations had very 
unanimously consented to the 
amendment of the Constitution 
of the General Association. sub- 
titted the last year to their con- 
sideration. 

The Rev. Messrs. Cone, Woods 
and Snell,were appointed aCom- 
mittee to take minutes of the 
narratives on the state of the 
churches and of religion, to be 
given by the delegates. 

Voted unanimously to appoint 
two delegates from this Assecia- 
tion, to attend the next meeting 
of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U- 
nited States, to propose and es- 
tablish a union with that body, 
similar to that which has already 
been formed with the General 
Associations of Connecticut and 
New Hampshire. 

Voted to appoint delegates 
from this Association, to attend 
the next meeting of the General 
Convention of Congregational 
and Presbyterian Ministers of 
Vermont, to propose and estab- 
lish a union with that body, sim- 
ilar to that specified in the pre- 
ceding vote. 

5 o’clock, P. M. Adjourned 
for public worship. Sermon by 
the Rev. Nathaniel Turner, of 
New Marlborough, appointed 
preacher by the Berkshire As- 
sociation. 2 Tim. ii. 10. 

Immediately after divine ser- 
vice resumed business. 

The Rev. Joseph Lyman,D.D. 
of Hatfield, and the Rev Manas- 
seh Cutler, L. L. D. of Hamilton, 
were chosen delegates to the 
General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United 
States. The Rev. Enoch Hale, 
ef Westhampton, was chosen 
second to Dr. Lyman ; and the 
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Rev. Samuel Worcester, of Sa- 
lem, second to Dr. Cutler. 

Adjourned to Thursday, 7 
o’clock, A. M. 

Thursday morning, met agree- 
ably to adjournment. 

The Rev. JacobCatlin. of New 
Marlborough, and the Rev. Zeph- 
aniah S. Moore, of Leicester, 
were chosen delegates to the 
General Association of Coniect- 
icut. The Rev. Jonathan L. 
Pomeroy, of Worthington, was 
chosen second to Mr. Catlin ; 
and the Rev. Ephraim Ward, of 
Brookfield, second to Mr. Moore. 

The Rev. Samuel Spring, DD. 
of Newburyport, and the Rev. 
Joseph Goffe, of Sutton, were 
chosen delegates to the General 
Association of New Hampshire. 

The Rev. Theophilus Packe 
ard, of Shelburne, and the Rev. 
Samuel Austin, D. D. of Worce- 
ster, were chosen delegates to 
the General Convention of Con- 
gregational and Presbyterian 
Ministers of Vermont. 

Narratives were heard of the 
state of the churches and of reli- 
gion, from the delegates from 
the Berkshire, . Mountain, and 
Northern Hampshire Associa- 
tions. 

11 o’clock. Adjourned for 
public worship at Haverhill.— 
The Rev. Mr. Morrison, of Lon- 


donderry, preached. ‘Text, Isa. 
xly. 25. 

2P.M. Met according to 
adjournment. 


Narratives were given of the 
state of the churches and of re- 
ligion, within the limits of the 
Central Hampshire, the South- 
ern Hampshire, the Brookfield, 
and the Worcester South, Asso- 
ciations. 

Four young gentlemen, mem- 
bers of the Divinity College, 

Wu 
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were introduced, and presented 


the following paper. 

“ The Undersigned, members 
of the Divinity College, respect- 
fully request the attention of 
their Rev. Fathers. convened in 
the General Association at Brad- 
fjord, to the following statement 
and inquiries. 

“ They beg leave to state, that 
their minds have been long im- 
pressed with the duty and im- 
portance of personally attempt- 
ing a mission to the heathen ; 
that the impressions on their 
minds have induced a serious, 
und they trust, a prayerful con- 
sideration of the subject in its 
various attitudes, particularly in 
relation to the probable success, 
und the difficulties, attending 
such an attempt; and that, after 
examining all the information 
which they can obtain, they con- 
sider themselves as devoted to 
this work for life, whenever God, 
in his providence, shall open the 
Way. 

“ They now offer the follow- 
ing inguirics. on which they so- 
licit the opinicn and advice of 
this Association. Whether, with 
their present views and feelings. 
they ought to renounce the ob- 
ject of missions, as cither vis- 
lonary or impracticable ; if not, 

vhether they ought to direct 
their attention to the eastern, or 
the western world ; whether 


they may expect patronage and | 


support from a Missionary So- 
ciety in this country, or must 
commit themselves to the direc- 
tion of a European Society ; and 
what preparatory measures they 
ought to take previous to actual 
engagement? 

“ The undersigned, feeling 
their youth and inexperience, 
look up to their fathers in the 
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church, and respectfully solicit 

their advice, direction, and pray. 

ers. 
ApontRaM Jupsox, Jun. 
SAMUEL Nortrr, Jun. 
SamMveEL J. Mitts, 
SAMUEL NEWELL.” 


After hearing from the young 
gentlemen some more particular 
account of the state of their 
minds, and their views, relative 
to the subject offered to consid- 
eration, the business was com- 
mitted to the Rev. Messrs, 
Spring, Worcester, and Hale. 

40’clock. Adjourned for pub- 
lic worship. Sermon by the Rev. 
Mr. Wood, of Boscawen. Text, 
2 Sam. xxiv. 13. 

Immediately after public ser- 
vice, attenced to narratives on 
the state of the churches, and 
of religion, from the delegates 
from Haverhill, Essex Middle, 
and Salem and Vicinity, Asso- 
ciations ; also from the General 
Associations of Connecticut and 
New Hampshire.—Adjourned. 

Friday, 7 o’clock, A.M. Met 
according to adjournment. 

A communication was made 
from Berkshire Association, giv- 
ing information that the lisences 
given by that Association to can- 
didates for the ministry, are 
limited to the term of four years. 

The Committee, on the sub- 
ject of Foreign Missions, made 
the following report, which was 
unanimously accepted. 

“ The Committee, to whom 
was referred the request of the 
young centlemen, members of 
the Divinity College, for advice 
relative to missions to the hea- 
then, beg leave to submit the 
following report. 

The object of missions to the 
heathen, cannot but be regarded, 
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by the friends of the Redeemer, 
as vastly interesting and impor- 
tant. It deserves the most se- 
rious attention of all who wish 
well to the best interests of man- 
kind, and especially of those, 
who devote themselves to the 
service of God in the kingdom 
of his Son, under the impression 
of the special direction, * Go ye 
into all the world, and preach 
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the Gospel to every creature.” | 


The state of their minds, mod- 


estly expressed by the theolo- | 
gical Suidents, who have pre- | 
|Uemen, whose request is betore 


sented themselves before this 
body, and the testimonies re- 
ceived respecting them, are such 
as deeply to impress the convic- 
tion, that they ought not * to 
renounce theobjectof missions,” 
but sacredly to cherish “ their 
present views,” in relation to 
that object : and it is submitted 
whether the peculiar and abiding 
impressions, by which they are 
influenced, ought not to be grate- 
fully recognized, as a Divine in- 
timation of something good and 
great in relation to the propaga- 
tion of the Gospel, and calling 
for correspondent attention and 
exertions. 

Therefore, 

Voted, That there be institu- 
ted by this General Association, 
a Board of Commissioners for 
foreign Missions, for the pur- 
pose of devising waysand means, 
and adopting and prosecuting 
measures, for promoting the 
spread of the Gospel in heathen 
lands. 

Voted, That the said Board of 
Commissioners consist of nine 
members, all of them, in the 
first instance, chosen by this As- 
sociation ; and afterwards annu- 
ally, five of them by this Body, 
and four of them by the General 
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Association of Connecticut.— 
Provided, however, that, if the 
General Association of Connect- 
icut do not choose to unite in 
this object, the annual election 
of all the Commissioners shall 
be by this General Association. 

Itis understood that the Board 
of Commissioners, here contem- 
plated, will adopt their own torm 
of organization, and their own 
rules and regulations. 

Voted, That, fervently com- 
mending them to the grace of 
God, we advise the young gen- 


us, in the way of earnest prayer 
and diligent attention to suita- 
ble studies and means of infor- 
mation, and putting themselves 
under the patron ge and direc- 
tion of the Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, 
humbly to wai' the openings and 
guidance of Providence in res- 
pect to their great and excellent 
design.” 

Pursuant to the report of tie 
Committee, the Association pro- 
ceeded to institute a Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions, and the following gentle- 
men were chosen ; His Excel- 
lency John Treadwell, Esq. Rev. 
Dr. Timothy Dwizht, Gen. Jed- 
ediah Huntington, and Rev. Cal- 
vin Chapin, of Connecticut; Rev. 
Dr. Joseph Lyman, Rev. Dr. 
Samuel Spring, William Bart- 
lett, Esq. Rev. Samuel Worce- 
ster, and Dea. Samuel H. Wal- 
ley, of Massachusetts. 

Voted, That the gentlemen of 
the Commission, belonging to 
Newburyport, Salem, and Bos- 
ton, consult with the other mem- 
bers, for the purpose of appoint- 
ing a time and place for the first 
meeting of the Board. 

The Committee for taking 
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minutes of the narratives of the 
stutc of religion, made their re- 
port. 

Yoted, That the report of the 
Committee respecting the state 
of religion. be committed to the 
disposal of a Committee for pub- 
lication. 

‘The Rev. Messrs. Woods. 
Allen, and Worcester. were cho- 
sen 1 Committee for publication. 

Voted. That the next meet- 
ing of this Association be held 
at the Rev. Mr. Worcester’s in 
Salem, on the last Wednesday 
of June next, at 9 o’clock, A.M. 

Voted, That the Southern 
H:mpshire Association be re- 
quested to appoint the preacher 
for the next meeting. 

Voted, That the thanks of this 
Association be given to the Mod- 
erator and Scribe. 

Afier joining in a psalm of 
praise, and ina prayer by the 
Secretary, the meeting was dis- 
solved. 

M. CUTLER, Moderator. 
Attest, 
Sam’L WorcrsteR, Scriée. 


REPORT 


On the state of the Churches and 
of Religion. 

Tue Committee appointed to 
take minutes from the narratives 
given of the state of religion. 
by the several delegates to the 
Gencral Association, beg leave 
to make the following Report. 

Having attended to the narra- 
tives of the state of religion with- 
in our limits, we have reason to 
praise God for his kind remem 
brance of his Church, in build- 
ing her walls in these troublous 
times ; and in making her to 
rejoice in the salvation of her 
King. The state of religion we 
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contemplate with mingled emo. 
tions of sorrow and joy. While 
in the western portion of the 
state there are several towns 
without a church. and without a 
regular ministry ; and while in 
other places within our limits, 
Christian ins itutions are much 
neglected, religion declines, and 
an alarming stupor has scized 
the minds of persons of every 
description ; we behold with 
pleasure many glorious displays 
of Divine mercy in different 
sections of the Commonwealth. 

In most of our societies there 
appear an increasing serious. 
ness, and a more general and so- 
lemn attendance upon the insti- 
tutions of the Gospel ; and ma- 
ny churches have been richly 
blessed with a season of refresh- 
ing from the presence of the 
Lord. God hath clothed his 
ministers with righteousness, 
and rejoiced the hearts of his 
people. 

Passing over some promising 
appearances in a few places in 
the county of Hampshire, we 
dwell with delight on many 
towns in the county of Worce- 
ster, blessed peculiarly with the 
effusions of the Holy Spirit. No 
period, within sixty years past, 
has been so much distinguished 
for religious revivals, in this part 
of Christ’s vineyard, or opened 
such a moving and animating 
scene before the friends of God. 
In the towns of Princeton, Hol- 
den, Paxton, Leicester, Sutton, 
Ward, and Oxford, many have 
seen the deadly leprosy of their 
hearts, and been excited to re- 
pair to the great Physician of 
souls for help. Sinners have 
been converted from the error 
of their ways to the wisdom of 
the just. Not less, it is comps 
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ted, than about six hundred, have 
been added to the churches in 
these several towns ; many more 
have become hopetully the sub- 
jects of Divine grace; and the 
work of the Lord is still pro- 
gressive. In many other towns 
also, men are trembling for their 
souls, and some promising in- 
stances of conversion have oc- 
curred, 

Travelling to our eastern lim- 
its in the couniy of Essex, we 
joytully trace the footsieps of 
Emmanuel. In Salem, Beverly, 
Manchester, Marblehead, and 
D nvers. God has wonderfully 
displayed the riches of his grace, 
while the Gospel has been 
preached amidst the effusions of 
his Holy Spirit. This work has 
been conducted with such so- 
le mnity, stillness, and order, anc 
be n followed with such happy 
effects, as to constrain even the 
enemiesof the crosstosay,*Sure- 
ly this is the finger of God.” 
Within a few months there have 
been between four and five hun- 
dred added to these churches ; 
and many more are now inqui- 
ring the way to Zion with their 
faces thitherward. 

7 he whole number which has 
been added to the churches with- 
in the compass of the Association, 
the year past, from the best 
statements that we have been 
able to collect, is about twelve 
hundred, a number exceeding 
very considerably the accounts 
we have received in any former 
year. Thus there still is lowing 
a river, the streams whereof can- 
not fail to make glad the city of 
our God. 

We may further add, as an 


encouragement to the people of 


God, that the face of infidelity 
nas Jn some measure lost its 
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boldness, and the progress of er- 
ror has received an evident check. 
Tic friends of the Redeemer 
nave assumed a firmer counte- 
nance; and there is an increasing 
engagedness among both minis- 
ters and people in the cause of 
truth and righteousness. It ap- 
pears also. that the Lord has not 
eft even his destitute churches; 
but is filling up their vacancies 
with evangelical preachers ; and 
that the churches. in general, 
are blessed with a good degree 
of union and harmony. 

It is pleasing to observe that 
the Spirit of the Lord is not 
straitened. His gracious influ- 
ences are not confined to our 
limits, but extended with glori- 
ous effects to many societies in 
Connecticut, and other parts of 
our country ; where by the in- 
vincible power of God the obdu- 
rate hearts of sinners have been 
melted into the love of the Gos- 
pel. 

We would also notice with 
pleasure and gratitude the smiles 
of God upon the Theological Se- 
minary in this vicinity, designed 
to prepare pious young men to 
preach the Gospel of Christ.— 
Of that infant Institution above 
sixty have been admitted as 
members, five of whom have 
commenced preaching as regu- 
lar licenciates. And we are con- 
strained to consider the ardent 
desire of some of those pious 
students to leave their country 
and kindred to preach a crucified 
Saviour to perishing heathen, as 
an omen for good to Zion, both 
at home and abroad. 

God’s ear is not heavy that 
it cannot hear. The displays 
of Divine grace which have now 
been detailed, were generally 
preceded by the spectal and uni- 
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ted prayers of Christ’s ministers 
and people. ‘The great Head of 
the church has never said to Ja- 
cob, or his seed, * Seek ye me 
in vain.” 

That spirit of prayer, which 
God has given to many of our 
churches, we joyfully recognize 
as the harbinger of Christ, In 
his power and grace, to bring 
sinners to repentance. 

The prosperity of Zion fs a 
most desirable and important ob- 
ject, for which ministers should 
Jabor, and Christians pray. En- 
couragement to prayer cannot 
be wanting. Let the friends of 
Jesus then pray for the peace 
and prosperity of Jerusslem.— 
This is the cause of God, to 
whose interests we owe our time, 
our talents, our whole selves. 
It.is the cause of Christ, for 
which he bled and died. Itisa 
cause which must and will pre- 
vail. Zion is destined to live, 
to vise, and tiiumph. Let no 
man account any thing dear to 
himself, that he may be found 
faithful to her interests, and en- 
joy the favor of her King who 
rcigns for ever. 

Bradford, June 28, 1810. 


ee SS 
FOREIGN. 


Account of the Oriental Manu- 
scrifils firesented by the Rev. 
Dr. C. Buchanan to the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge. 


LEARNED Gentleman 

(Mr. ‘T. Yeates) in the 
university of Cambridjre, has 
for several months pust been 
employed in arranging and col- 
lating these valuable manu- 
scripts. They are chiefly Béd- 
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lical, and are written in the He. 
brew, Syriac, and Ethiopic lan- 
guages. They were all collec. 
ted by Dr. Buchanan in India. 
The Hebrew manuscripts were 
obtained from the Black Jews, 
who have had settlements in In. 
dia from time immemorial, and 
are now found in numbers about 
Cochin. These Jews differ in 
many respects from those of 
other countries, and bear evident 
marks of being descendants 
from those ancient dispersions 
we read of in the sacred history. 
They call themselves Bene Is. 
rael. They have the Hebrew 
Pentateuch, but scarcely know 
of any other books of Scrip- 
ture. A copy of the Hebrew 
Pentateuch, written on goat- 
skins, and found in one of their 
synagogues, is in the Luchanan 
Collection. The Syriac manv- 
scrips were collected from the 
Syrian Christians in Travan- 
core and Malayala, where a 
race of Christians has existed 
ever since the Apostolic times ; 
and the native Indian Christians 
bear the name of the “ Chris- 
tians of St. Thomas,” to this 
day. They have the whole Bi- 
ble and other books not in our 
canon, extant in the Syriac lan- 
guage ; and theirs is perhaps 
the purest of all the versions of 
Scripture now known. ‘There 
is in this collection, a copy of 
the Bible, containing the books 
of the Old and New Testameny 
with the Apocrypha, written on 
large folio vellum, and in the 
ancient or Estrangelo charac: 
ter, and which was a present to 
Dr. Buchanan from Mar Diony- 
sius, the Archbishop of the In- 
dian church. Though all these 
MSS. were brought from In- 
dia, they were not all written 18 
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India; some were written at 
Antioch, Mesopotamia, and 
other parts of Syria, Asia, and 
Africa—The Gentleman who 
is collating these manuscripts 
communicated the above ac- 
count to the Editor of the 
Christian Observer, and adds, 

“I now proceed to a particu- 
lar description of a noless im- 
portant than curious article in 
the collection, namely, the In- 
dian roll of the Pentateuch ; 
which I hope will be found in- 
teresting to some of your rea- 
ders. 

This MS. on a roll of goat- 
skins dyed red, was found in 
the record chest of a synagogue 
of the Black Jews, in the inte- 
rior of Maiayala, in India, by 
the Rev. Claud. Buchanan, in 
the year 1806. It measures in 
length forty-eight feet, and in 
breadth abouttwenty-two inches, 
or a Jewish cubit. The book of 
Leviticus, and most part of Deu- 
teronomy, are wanting. The 
original length of the roll was 
not less than ninety feet Eng- 
lish, as appears from calcula- 
tion; andis properly a moroc- 
co roll, though sow much faded 
In its present condition, it con- 
sists of thirty-seven skins, 
contains one hundred and sev- 
enteen columns of writing, per- 
fectly clear and legible ; and 
exhibits a noble example of the 
manner and form of the most 
ancient Hebrew manuscripts a- 
mong the Jews. The columns 
are a palm broad, and contain 
from forty-five to fifty lines 
each. 

Some of the skins appear 
more ancient than others: and 
it is evident from a bare inspec- 
tion, they were not all written at 
the same period, nor by the 
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same hand. To describe it 
more particularly. 1. The best 
Spanish MSS. are the nearest 
imitation of the Hebrew char- 
acters, as to their form. 2. 
The protracted letters, as the 
long alefh, he, lamed, &c. chief- 
ly occur at the ending of the 
lines of this roll ; among which 
may be reckoned the long beti 
and resh, not usual in the prin- 
ted text. 3. The letter cheth or 
heth, hath its upper limb in a 
semicircular form, and is se 
written ina MS. roll of Esther 
in this collection. 4. It has no 
title nor subscript ; nor does it 
appear to have had any sub- 
script at all, if we may judge 
from the concluding part of 
Genesis. 5. The farashahs, or- 
sections of the law, distinguish- 
ed by tripple fees or samechs, 
in the Jewish copies of the Pen- 
tateuch, are not otherwise 
marked but by spaces in this 
copy. In like manner the les- 
ser sections, or paragraphs, are 
no where marked than by spa- 
ces. 6. The two great points 
at the end of verses in other 
copies. are wanting in this. 7. 
The Hebrew Ayphen, called 
maccafih, no Where occurs. 8. 
None of the Hebrew vowel- 
poinis, accents, or patises, are 
extant in it. 9. It has none of 
the Masoretical notes, or va- 
rious readings, called the keré 
aud eehid. 11. The poctical 
parts, as Exod. xv. preserve a 
metrical form, as in other co- 
pies—Therefore this is in all 
respects an unpointed copy. 
Its collation remains a desirable 
object ; chiefly because that, in 
comparing several whole and 
parts of chapters with the prin- 
ted text, only one variation has 
been observed, This circum- 
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| . stance, we remark, affords con- 
‘| Peet siderable testimony to its in- 
: teerity and value : and the cor- 
| rectness of our best printed edi- 
tions of the Pentateuch ap- 
| pears confirmed by it. The 
| | following verses have been se- 
lected as a specimen of its con- 
a formity to the printed text—viz. 
Gen. 1. 1, 24, 26 3 i. 1.2 3,4; 
ili. 153 iv. 1,8, 18. 263; v.13; 
xi. 63 xxi. 133 xxii. 2; 
KXVil 46 5 xxx. 42; xlix. 1, 2 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 9, 10.11, 12 
13, 14, 15, 16. 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24. (a variation), 25, 
26, 27,28; Exod xii. 40, 41; 
xx. 1, 2.3.4, 5, 6.7. 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 15, 14, 15, 16, 17. 

The litere majuscule and li- 
tere minuscule, noted in the 
Masoretic copies, are preserved 
in the text, but are not noted in 
the margin: particularly the 
small fe, in Gen. it. 4; the 
small cafih, in xxiii. 23; the 
small kopih, xxvil. 46; the large 
and final fie. xxv. 42: as like- 
wise the inverted nun, Num. x 
35, 56. The samech is written 
large in the word sefiier, where 
it begins the line, 1 Gen. v. 1. 
14 The practice of writing the 
|i 4 books of the Law in skin rolls is 

| doubtless very ancient ; for the 
preparation of parchment and 
: vellum for this purpose, being 
no more than an improvement, 
| denotes a progress of the art, 
and consequently is of later in- 
vention. Morinus, in a letter to 
Dr. Thomas Comber, Dean of 
Carlisle, and formerly Master 
of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
writes, that he had in his pos- 
: 








session a MS. roll of the Sama- 
ritan Pent:teuch, written on 
calf-skins, of an uncertain date : 
his words are these: “ Sunt mi- 
hi quatuor exemplaria codicis 
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Hebrao-Samaritani. Primum 
integerrimum in vitulina pelle 
majoribus et elegantissiimis cha- 
racteribus descriptum. In fine 
Exodiscriptum est, Quadrigen- 
tis argenteis Damasci emptrum esse 
anno Arabum, 782.” This let- 
ter is dated from Paris, An.1633, 
Vide Antiquit. Ecclesiz Orien. 
talis. Epist. xxxviii. 8vo. Lond. 
1682. The year of the Arabs, 
782. corresponds to the year of 
our Lord 1404, the year of its 
purchase ; but the date of the 
MS. was not known. 

The learned Montfaucon 
makes mention of a MS. roll of 
the Hebrew Pentateuch in calf- 
skins, preserved in the library 
of the monastery of the Domi- 
nicans at Bologna in Italy. 
“The letters,” says he, “ have 
scarcely lostany thing of their 
blackness ; which is attributed 
to the skin, a mighty preserver 
ofthe ink.” This MS. was pre- 
sented to the monastery by the 
Jews when Aymericus was gen- 
eral of the order; that is, about 
the beginning of the fourteenth 
century, four hundred years 
since.” Vide Travels in Italy, 
pag. 435. Now if this MS. 
which was considered very an- 
cient in the time of Aymericus, 
be supposed to have been writ- 
ten 500 years before, the age of 
it at this present time will be 
1000 years, supposing it now 
existing. Aymericus was gel- 
eral of the above order of Domi- 
nicans, An. 1308. 

The same learned writer 
mentions a very ancient copy of 
the book of Esther, written on 
dressed calf-skins, preserved 1" 
the monastery of the canons reg- 
ular of St Saviour’s in Bologna ; 
said to have been written by Es- 
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dras himself. See Montf. Trav- 
elsin Italy, pag. 442. 

There is a treatise inserted in 
the body of the Jerusalem Tai- 
mud, containing the rules of the 
scribes, and how, and in what 
manner, the sacred books are to 
be written. The same directs, 
that the law be written on the 
skins of clean beasts ; of which 
number are sheep, goats, and 
calves. The Jews had the art 
of dressing and dying skins so 
early as the time of Moses: 
and ram-skins dyed red made 
one of the coverings of the tab- 
ernacle (Exod. xxvi. 14:) and 
for aught we know, Moses 
wrote the Law on skins so pre- 
pared. The very existence of 
these rolls seems to favor such 
a conjecture as extremely prob- 
able: and we may consider 
them imitations, and exact mod- 
els, of the most ancient manner 
of writing the sacred books 
among the Jews." The Indian 
morocco roll in the Buchanan 
Collection, is certainly an im- 
portant acquisition.—I am, &c. 

T. YEATES. 
Cambridge, Feb. 7, 1810. 
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Extracts from the Second Report 
of the Philadelphia Bible So- 
ciety, May, 1810. 


(Concluded from p. 315.) 


WITH respect to the funds 
of the Society, the Managers 
would remark, that they have 
received very considerable aug- 
mentation from distant benefac- 
tors. In addition tothe sum of 
222 dollars from the island of 
St. Croix, already mentioned, 
the Society of Schwenckfeld- 

Vou, IIL. NO. 9 
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tersin the counties of Berks 
and Montgomery, in this state, 
have, on two different occasions, 
transmitted donations to our 
funds, amounting in the whole 
to 130 dollars. The Rev. Dr. 
Keith of South-Carolina has 
transmitted donations and life 
subscriptions to the amount of 
270 dollars. The Rev. Alexan- 
der Balmain, of th: parish of 
Frederick in Virginia, has 
transmitted 20 dollars. The 
Rev. Joseph Patterson, of Wash- 
ington county, in this state, 
has forwarded a donation of 32 
dollars 50 Cents. The ingen- 
ious mode in which this was 
collected deserves to be men- 
tioned, as it may perhaps be 
thought worthy of imitation by 
others. A box was fixed up in 
the church with this inscription, 
O GIVE ME A BIBLE ; and after 
three months it was opened, and 
found to contain the above sum, 
the joint contributions of every 
description of persons, even of 
little children. Ten dollars 
have been received from J. L. 
Murray, S. Carolina. Ten dol- 
lars from an anonymous bene- 
factor at Steubenville, on the 
Ohio river ; and five guineas 
from a lady in England. But 
for full information concerning 
the state of the funds, reference 
must be made to the Treasur- 
er’s account, which will be 
found in the Appendix. The 
Managers have for some time 
been seriously impressed with 
the necessity of making some 
further appeal to the liberality 
of the public in favor of the 
funds. Much might be done 
by the co-operation of religious 
denominations, arid by congre- 
gationa! contributions, as well 
as by the efforts ‘of individual 
Ww 
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benevolence. But when their 
views on this Important subject 
are matured, they will probably 
be submitted to the public ina 
separate address. 

The Society were informed 
at their last mecting, that appli- 
cation had been made to the 
Lezislature ofthis State, for an 
act incorporating this Socicty, 
which, owing io the late period 
of the Session at which the pe- 
lilion was presented, was laid 
ever among the unfinished bu- 
siness. Lhe Managers now 
statc with satisfacticn that the 
Legislature, at its late session, 
took up the subject, and have 
granted a charter to the Socie- 
ty, by which its existence is re- 
cognized in law, and security 
afforded to the public that such 
donations and bequests as the 
charitably disposed shail devote 
to the dispersion of the Scrip- 
tures among the poor, will be 
applied to their proper object. 

The great advantage which 
would accrue from the posses- 
sion of a set of sicreotype plates 
for the Bible, has long engag- 
ed the attention of the Mana- 
cers. Two pagesof stcreotype, 
together with specimens of 
their printing, were sent for 
their inspection, froin the Socic- 
ty in J.ondon ; and through the 
same channel they have uscer- 
tained that the expense of a sct 
of stereotype plates for the Bi- 
ble, on such atype as would 
suit the views of the Society, 
will be from 657 to 705 pounds 
sterling. When they consider- 
ed that the possession of a set 
of such plates would enable 
them to multiply copies of the 
Bible at the lowest expense, 
and thus render their funds 
more extensively useful ; and 
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still more when they reflected 
that it would put it in their 
power to give greater effect to 
the operations of other Bible 
Societies, which are springing 
up daily in every part of the 
country, the Managers did not 
hesitate to order the plates to 
be procured and forwarded 
from London as soon as possi- 
ble. ‘ihe expense is indeed 
great, when compared with the 
fund at their disposal ; but they 
were willing to believe, that the 
obvious and high importance 
of the measure could not fail to 
draw from the public libera- 
lity a sum sufficient to counter- 
balance the heavy draught. 

A few years since the most 
distinct feature of the Christian 
world, was a zeal for missions, 
which has not yet abated ; at 
present a zeal for translating, 
printing, and diffusing the Ho- 
ly Scriptures grows prominent. 
These two heppily harmonize ; 
and it is tobe hoped, that by the 
blessing of God upon both, they 
will spread the knowledge of 
the Redcemer and his salvation 
over the earth, and introduce 
that happy state of things, when 
knowledge, righteousness, and 
peace, shall pervade the world. 
and meliorate eminently the 
condition and the prospects of 
the human family. 


—= ©) a 


Mr. Enitor, 

Tue following memoirs of the 
Life of Deacon Josiah Caswell, are 
sent to you for publication, if you 
judge it will be for the edification o: 
the Lord’s people. 


EACON Josian CASWELL 





was the son of Mr. Jedi- 
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diah and Mrs. Mary Caswell, of 
Norton in Massachusetts. He 
was born July 25, 1727, O. 5S. 
When about 15 years old, his 
mind began to be tender and se- 
riously impressed with eternal 
realities. But he did not find 
rest in Christ for more than 
twenty years, being the most 
of this time under serious im- 
pressions ; and the latter part 
of it under deep conviction.— 
Soon after he had obtained a 
hope, he made a public protes- 
sion of the Lord Jesus, in his 
church at New Preston in Con- 
necticut, under the care of the 
Rev. Mr. Day, having removed 
from Norton (in Mass.) to this 
place. Not long after he join- 
ed, the church chose hin to the 
office of a deacon, in which he 
served to acceptance about nine- 
teen years, until he removed to 
the adjacent town of Kent. In 
this place he continued in com- 
munion with the church, under 
the care of the Rey. Mr. Bord- 
well till his death, which was 
in March 7, 1807, and in the 
80th year of his age. 

Deacon Caswell held in sen- 
timent to the creature hum- 
bling, God exalting doctrines of 
the gospel ; and his religion ap- 
peared in practice, to be that of 
the new heart. He was called 
to the sore trial of burying both 
of his parents in the early part 
of life. He also lived to bury 
his only brother and three sis- 
ters. 

He was blessed with three 
sons, and two daughters, by the 
wile of his youth,* all of whom, 
except one, he was called in 
Providence to bury in the vigor 


—— 


* Her name before marriage was 
Abigail Kinney. 
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of their lives.¢ He could say 
with the Psalmist, «Thou which 
hast showed me great and sore 
troubles,” which he was enabled 
to bear with gospel faith, and 
confidence in the Lord. It 
would be pleasant and edifying 
to review the history of the life 
of this deceased servant of Je- 
sus, from the day ef his hope; 
but for the want of time, we 
shall now consider him in his 
last sickness and death. 

The disease of which he diced, 
being a mortification in one of 
his limbs, it was very terrible 
and distressing, especially the 
three last months of his life. 
Yet he was enabled to endure 
without murmuring, and to tri- 
umph over the king of terrors. 
He wasa pattern of patience and 
resignation to the will of God. 
When he first perceived the 
fatal disease to be encreasing, 
he expressed himself thus :-— 
* The mortification is gaining 
ground upon me ; well it will 
gain just as fast as infinite wis- 
dom sees best, it will be none 
too fast.” Being asked in a se- 
vere turn of pain, whether he 
was glad that the Lord reigned ? 
he answered, “ Glad, O yes, I 
would not have it otherwise for 
the universe ; I would by no 
means take his place of govern- 
ing, if I could ; I never wish to 
have my own will, if opposed to 
his.” 

Although he was subject to 
gloom, and not without his dark 
hours, respecting himself, yet 
he was never moved from the 
testimony of the gospel, con- 

I 

t ‘The surviving child is Julius 
Caswell, of Kent, who sustains the 
office of a deacon in the church, 
and of a justice of the peace in the 
civil department. 
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cerning Jesus, and still confided 
in the divine government. “ J 
do not know,” said he in one of 
his derk hours, * how it wiil 
fare with me, I think it is a mat- 
ter of uncertainty. 1 have been 
thinking to day, whether I have 
not been waiting and longing for 
that (meaning death) which will 
introduce and lead me down to 
eternal perdition. But this one 
thing I am established in, God 
wiil be rightcous and just if he 
sends me there. I feel firm in 
the belief that God will do all 
things well. What God under- 
takes to do, will assuredly be 
done, and that is not all, it will 
be well done. It is of small 
consequence what becomes of 
me, if God may only be glorifi- 
ed, and his will done.” 

On a departing friend’s wish- 
ing him a comfortable night, he 
replied, “ I hope it will be so, 
anc if consistent with God’s ho- 
ly will, I shall be comfortable ; 
1 pray, and desire above every 
thing to be wholly and complete- 
ly resigned to the wili of God.” 
This holy and unreserved sub- 
mission of the gospel, shone 
conspicuous in him to the close 
of life ; not only in his comfort- 

le, bu: in his most distressing 
hours. He weuld sometimessay, 
“itis a glorious thing that the 
Lord reigns ; he docs reign, 
and willrcign for ever and ever. 
Oh, | would not have it other- 
wise for ten thousand suchworlds 
as this.”’ 

As deacon Caswell lay in his 
last sickness, from the latter 
part of December to the first 
part of the following March, and 
every day through the whole 
scene was taken up, ina greater 
or less degree, in the all imnpor- 
tant things of the eterna! world, 
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both he and his friends expect- 
ing every day would be the last 
fora long time, there is room 
in this paper but for a small 
part of wit took place ; and it 
is difficult to say, whether the 
many things of his diary, in the 
above period, which are neces. 
surily omitted, or the few re. 
corded, are the most spiritual, 
instructive, and edifying. He 
highly esteemed, and took great 
delight in the Lord’s day. acd 
in his worship and ordinances, 
He was much in thanksgiving 
and praise ; and he prayed with- 
out fainting or ceasing. He 
was sometimes favored with spe- 
cial nearness to God, and ena- 
bied to pour out his soul in de- 
votion. He prayed fervently, 
not only for himself, but for the 
nation and the world ; for rela- 
tives, acquaintance, and for 
strangers ; for the afflicted, and 
especially for the household of 
faith : that God would appear in 
his glory, and build up Zion, not 
only in the piace where he lived, 
but through the world, 

He felt much for awakened 
souls ; and manifested a distres- 
sing anxiety, not only for care- 
less sinners, but for fruitless pro- 
fessors. ‘These he faithfully and 
tenderly warned, and earnestly 
exhorted to the important work 
of self-examination. One night, 
after conversing with the watch- 
ers, (the united heads of a fami- 
ly).on the duty and privilege of 
family prayer, and remarking on 
the awiul situation of those pa- 
rents who have never suffered 
their children to hear them ad- 
dress the throne of grace for 
themselves, nor their families, 
he adaed, * I do not know how 
it is, but Iam afraid, my dear 
friends, that this is the case with 
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you ; if so, let me entreat you 
to think seriously of the mat- 
ter.” 

set every reader, .especially 
if the head of a family, apply 
this to himself. Though dea- 
con Caswell was of them, who 
give much greater evidence to 
others respecting their being in 
Christ, than they appear to have 
for themselves ; yet though sub- 
ject to tears, he undoubtedly had 
for the most part a comfurtable 
hope himself. Somedmes his 
views of the divise pertections 
were unusually refreshing. In 
onc of these favored seasons he 
expressed himself nearivin these 
words: * O what a giorious be- 
ing Godis! how boly, how just. 
how good, how merciful, pa- 
tient, condescending, and full of 
love! Bless the Lord, O my 
sou! !” He was also sometimes 
blessed with ravishing views, of 
the complete atonement, perfect 
righteousness, and infinite ful- 
ness of the Lord Jesus. “1 
feel,” suid he, * that I can take 
hold of the promises. I now 
enjoy what I have so much 
longed for. O blessed Redeem- 
er, thou whom my soul hath so 
much longed and waited for, 
come quickly! O come this 
moment, if it may please thee, 
and take the whole possession 
of me ; take my soul to thyself, 
I long to go home, I shall arrive 
safe, I shall see as I am seen, 
and know asI am known; O 
take me this moment; yet let 
thy will. not mine be done.— 
May I be willing to wait just as 
long as my dear Jesus pleases. 
O how holy, how just, how 
good, blessed and glorious art 
thou, O my God! O what sweet 
peace and tranquillity of mind I 
how enjoy. Thou wilt keep in 
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perfect peace, him whose mind 
is stayed on thee. This bles- 
sed peace I nowfeel. Bless the 
Lord, O my soui.” 

He continued in this happy 
frame of mind. and in those rap- 
turous strains, until his strength 
failed. But ina little time he 
recovered his strength, and pro- 
ceeded thus: “ Never, never, 
did { enjoy such a time as this. 
Never since this poor soul and 
body were united, did I enjoy 
such consolation, such ravisbing 
views and prospects, as I have 
done this day. O what glory, 
aid brightness have I discover- 
ed in the charactcr of God, and 
the heavenly world! What an 
infinite fulness in the merits of 
the Redeemer! There is a ful- 
ness, and sufficiency enough in 
his redemption for ten thousand 
times ten thousand such wor!ds 
as this. O dear Redeemer, take 
my soul to thy blessed arms, 
and make it pure in thy pre- 
cious blood!” On the family’s 
singing an anthem, entitled, Di- 
vine Love, he with ardent de- 
sire added at the close, “ O may 
these voices, which now have 
been singing so pleasantly, all 
meet in heaven, and in a purer 
manner, unite in singing the 
song of Moses and of the Lamb!” 
He went on for some time in a 
most cordial manner, to coun- 
sel and advise those around him, 
to live in an actual preparation 
to follow him into the invisible 
world. His soul could now glo- 
riously triumph by faith, over 
his present trials, over the grave, 
and the king of terrors. ‘ Oh,” 
said he, “can this pain, can 
these feelings be death ? I wish, 
I long to go.” The Wednes- 
day before he died, he madea 
parting prayer with friends, go- 
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ing toa distance, which was very 
impressive and affecting to all 
present. 

The day before he died, rais- 
ing his hands and his eyes to 
heaven he said, * Soon I shall be 
there, where I shail join in dox- 
ologies of praise to my dear Re- 
deemer for ever and ever.” 

On Saturday March 7, 1807, 
after a very painful and weari- 
some night, spent in prayer to 
God, about 8 o’clock, he closed 
his eyes, without a groan, or a 
sigh, on allthings beneath the | 
sun. The last connected sen- | 
tence he ever uttered, and just 
before his death, was this, © O | 
my God, whom have I in heav- | 





“ ' 
en but thee, and there is none! 


on earth that I desire besides 
thee !” 

In this deceased servant of 
the Lord, we sec the fulfilment 
of that precious promise, “ They 
shall still bear fruit in old age, 
they shall be fat, and flourish- 
ing to shew that the Lord is up- 
right.” 

When a youth is hopefully 
converted, it is tothe honor of 
the Lord Jesus, and his reli- 
gion. But when we behold one 
brought inin youth, Jaden with 
fruit at seventy or eighty, not 
only reaping spiritual benefits, 
from all past trials, and not 
only enduring the burdens of 
age, and bodily diseases with- 





out fainting, but strong in the 
grace and strength of the Lord. 
and triumphing by faith over 
the king of terrors, these 
things, in a peculiar manner, 
manifest the glory of the Lord 
Jesus, and the truth of his g0s- 
pel. Nothing appears so glo- 
rious, so true and desirable as 





the religion of Jesus, and the 
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sanctifying and comforting in. 
fluences of the Holy Spirit —_ 
And we now have before us, an 
old man, who had buried all his 
father’s family, and almost al} 
his own ; one who had been 
tossed on the tempestuous ocean 
of life, and in addition to aif 
the infirmities of eighty years, 
racked from day to day, with 
most excruciating pain, from a 
mortified limb, turning to cor- 
ruption ; yet through all sup 


‘ported by gospel faith, ever re. 


fusing to call any of these things 
troublesome, because they came 
irom his heavenly Father, but 
patient and exceeding joyful, 
and exclaiming like a glorious 
conqueror, “ O death, where is 
thy sting, and O grave, where is 
thy victory !”# 


What is there in the carnal 
pleasures, the vain riches, and 
airy honors of this world, which 
can afford such solid support in 
time of need ! Will infidelity, 
and the ways and things of this 
ungodly world, thus cause the 
inward man to flourish, while 
the outward man perisheth ? 
Will they soothe our pains, dis- 
arm death, and render a view of 
the grave pleasant ? We know 
they will not. Surely then, the 
religion of the gospel which on- 
ly affords these comforts, is 
from heaven, and it is all the 
wisdom, the duty, and the life 
of man. 


May all who read these me- 
moirs, so mark the honorable 


a 


* This servant of the Lord used 
to say his disorder was painful, but 
not troublesome, because it came 
from his heavenly Father, And how 
can I be easier and in a happier sit- 
uation, than to have the consolations 
cf God’s holy Spirit ' 
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and peaceful end of this servant 
of the Lord, as to follow him 
in bis Christian life, that so 


their cnd may be also that of 


peace, and not the anguish, and 
despair of the ungodly. And 
when we consider the long spi- 
ritual night of more than twen- 
years, which this favored saint 
experienced, before he found 
couifort, and his many triais af- 
terwards, let not the laboring 
aud heavy laden despair, for 
though the night may be tedious 
and long, yet the joyful morn- 
ing will come, and when it 
comes, the comfortable seul will 
not say the night was too tedi- 
ous, or too long. 


a ee ooo 
Death of Mrs. Daniel. 


THE Georgia Analytical Re- 
posity, No. 3, contains the fol- 
jowing singular account of the 
death of Mrs. Daniel. On the 
morning preceding her death, 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel junior left 
her in perfect health, expecting 
their return at dinner time ; 
shortly after this: hour they ar- 
rived, and found the victuals on 
the table scarcely cold. To 
their unutterable surprise, their 
mother appeared in her grave 
clothes,having also prepared and 
taken possession of a suitable 
place for her corpse : to the ear- 
nest and affectionate enquiries 
which were immediately addres- 
sed to her, she calmly replied, 
“1am admonished by a strong 
impression on my mind that my 
departure is at hand; I hope 
grace has prepared me for my 
change : I have no desire to re- 
main any longer in this world. 
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Pray be composed, and resigr 
me to the will of my God : Iam 
roing to the rest that I have 
long desired.” 


W ith the best means in their 
power to reanimate her feeble 
hody. they used all the remon- 
strances anc entreaties that pru- 
dence and affection could sug- 
gest to banish from her mind 
the idea cf instant dissolution : 
observations were made on her 
case, tie natural appearance of 
her countenance ; and hopes ve- 
ry confidently expressed, that 
she must be mistaken in her 
views of so sudden a death : in 
reply she said “ I should be ve-~ 
ry sorry to find this to be the 
case, but am under no appre- 
hension of it. I have received 
an assurance of being in heaven 
ina short time ; my soul is in 
perfect peace ; I feel no pain, 
and am happy ; cornpose your- 
selyes, and leave me to my joys: 
Love and serve God, and you 
will soon follow me to his pre- 
sence ! May God bless you, my 
dear children, and keep you in 
the way of his holy command- 
ments.” 


With great composure she direct- 
eda pair of hose and a handker- 
chief, which she had faid by them- 
selves for the purpose, to be put on 
her corpse, as the only articles she 
had omitted in otherwise fitting her- 
self for the coffin. Nothing like dis- 
tortion was seen in her features : 
no symptoms of alarm, nor the 
slightest desvee of derangement, 
appeared in her conduct or Conver- 
sation. Life gradually retréated 
from the extremities of the system ; 
her breath began to fail, and in the 
course of a very few minutes she 
gently departed. 

She had been remar Aably healthy 


{ for ro many yeais ’ and 1 neyer appe ar- 
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ed more so than she was a little be- 
fore her dissolution. It is supposed, 
that, within two hours from the time 
she conceived herself warned to 
prepare immediately for death, she 
was in eternity ; several of her 





neighbors, who are worthy of the 


highest confidence, speak of her as 
a pious and excellent character, 
The extraordinary manner of her 
dissolution is said to have had a 
happy effect, in connexion with her 
dying counsel, on her surviving rel- 
atives. 


POETRY. 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 


A Hermit’s Meditation. 


IN lonesome cave, 
Of noise and interruption void, 
His thoughtfid solitude 
A Hermit thus enjoy’d: 
His choicest book 
The remnant of a human head 
The volume was—whence he 
This solemn lecture read. 


Whoe’er thou wert, 
Partner of my retirement now, 
My nearest intimate, 

My best companion thou ! 


On thee to muse 
The busy living world I left: 
Of coiiverse all but thine, 
And silent that,—bereft ! | 


Wert thou the rich, 
The idol of a gazing crowd ? 
Wert thou the great, [bow’d ? 
To whom obseguious thousands 
Was learning’s store 
Fer treasur’d up within this shell ? 
Did wisdom e’er within 
This empty hollow dwell ? 


Did youthful charms 
Ker redden on this ghastful face ? 
Did beauty’s bioom these cheeks, 
This forehead ever grace ? 


If on this brow 
F’er sat the scornful, haughty frown, 
Deceitful pride! where now 
Is that disdain ?—'tis gone ! 


If cheerful mirth 
A Ss this baldness, cast, 
_ Delusive fleeting joy ! 
Where is it now ?—’tis past! 


To deck this scalp 
If tedious long-liv’d hours it cost, 
Vain fruttless toil! where’s now 
That labor seen ?—’tis past! 
But painful sweat, 
The dear earn’d price of daily bread, 
Was all, perhaps, that thee 
With hungry sorrows fed! 


Perhaps but tears, 

Surest rehef of heart-sick woe, 
Thine only drink, from down 

‘These sockets us’d to flow ! 
Oppress’d perhaps 

With mis’ry, and with aged cares, 
Down to the grave thou brot’st 

A few and hoary hairs! 
’Tis well, perhaps ! 

No marks, no token can I trace 
What on this stage of life 

Thy rank or statiun was ! 
Nameless, unknown ! 

Of all distinction stript and bare, 
In nakedness conceal’d, 

Oh! who shall thee declare? 


Nameless, unknown ! 
Yet fit companion thou for me, 
Who hear, no human voice, 
Nor human visage see ! 


From me, from thee, 
The glories of the world are gone 
Nor yet have either lost 

What we could call our own ' 


What wE are now, [brave 
The great, the wise, the fair, the 
all all hereafter be,— 





All Hermits in the grave. 





